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Letter from the President

dear readers,
now is a 

time of transi-
tion, as so many 
times are. this 
edition of 

ReSource introduces us to an exciting 
new product — Cor Advantage. the 
latest version of highscope’s Childhood 
observation record (Cor) assessment 
tool, Cor Advantage can be used in 
any early childhood program to assess 
children’s development, whether or not 
the program uses the highscope Cur-
riculum. it combines the current infant-
toddler and preschool levels to provide a 
single comprehensive tool for measuring 
children’s development from infancy 
through kindergarten. it assesses items 
in the domains of Approaches to Learn-
ing; social and emotional development; 
Physical development and health; Lan-
guage, Literacy, and Communication; 
mathematics; Creative Arts; science 
and technology; social studies; and 
english Language Learning (when 
appropriate). items and levels have been 
completely revised to align with high-
scope’s key developmental indicators 
(Kdis), the head start Child develop-
ment and early Learning framework, 
Common Core standards for kindergar-

ten, state early learning standards, and 
the standards of various national organi-
zations. Cor developers Ann epstein, 
highscope’s senior director of curricu-
lum development, and Beth marshall, 
the director of our early childhood divi-
sion, explain the new features of this 
latest Cor instrument in their article 
“introducing the new Cor Advantage.” 

Cor Advantage has evidence of its 
acceptable reliability and validity, per-
mitting these tools to be used in external 
evaluations to let people know just how 
good your program is. further investi-
gation of the reliability and validity of 
Cor Advantage are planned. to learn 
more, see the article “Cor Advantage: 
the road to a Valid and reliable 
instrument” by highscope’s director  
of research tomoko Wakabayashi. 

in “moving from onlineCor to 
Cor Advantage,” highscope’s assess-
ment products manager dianna Luke 
explains how to make a smooth transi-
tion to the new Cor. finally, “Using 
Cor Advantage in the Classroom,” by 
highscope demonstration Preschool 
teachers molly Jourden and Christine 
snyder, offers a teacher’s perspective on 
this new assessment tool.

highscope can meet all of your  
evaluation needs when you use Cor 

Advantage in conjunction with the  
Program Quality Assessment (PQA)  
for preschool, infant-toddler, or family 
child care programs. regular assessment 
of program quality and children’s devel-
opment will provide you with the infor-
mation you need for your program to 
stay on track in its teaching practices and 
contributions to children’s development.

finally, highscope and i are excited 
to welcome highscope’s new president 
dr. Cheryl Polk (see p. 4). dr. Polk’s 
rich experience as a child advocate and 
foundation leader in san francisco  
will add new dimensions to highscope. 
i will move into the position of presi-
dent emeritus. i plan to be active in this 
role, continuing my involvement in 
highscope’s research and advocacy. my 
article “highscope and me” tells the 
story of my experiences at highscope 
over 38 years. highscope continues to 
be a strong, vibrant, unique institution 
dedicated to helping you provide highly 
effective programs for young children 
and their families. 

sincerely,

Larry schweinhart
President
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Ben Emdin
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Bonnie Lash Freeman
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James Hawkins
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What’s new News on the foundation’s  
latest projects and products

@HighScope?

Introducing 
New COR  
Advantage! 

highscope has 
announced the release of the new Cor 
Advantage, the latest online version of 
the Child observation record (Cor), 
which seamlessly integrates child 
assessment from birth through kinder-
garten. Cor Advantage is aligned with 
the head start Child development and 
early Learning framework, Common 
Core standards for kindergarten, state 
early learning standards, and the stan-
dards of national organizations in con-
tent areas such as literacy, mathematics, 
and science. it is integrated with the 
highscope Key developmental indica-
tors (Kdis) at all age levels, easily 
scored, research-based, and readily 
shared through reports generated for 
administrators, funders, and parents.  
to learn more about the instrument’s 
features, validity and reliability, and 
how to use it in the classroom, see 
the related articles beginning on 
page 11.

A Career to Remember
As Larry schweinhart’s  

highscope presidency comes  
to an end, his commitment to early 
childhood continues. As the foundation’s 
newly appointed President emeritus, 
schweinhart will continue to lead  
several research projects 
and meet with decision 
makers to continue his 
advocacy of high-quality, 
active learning preschool 
programs. read about  
dr. schweinhart’s career at 
highscope, and his many 
contributions to the field  
of early childhood educa-
tion, beginning on page 5 
of this issue. 

CEEE at HighScope Holds 
Second Annual Conference

Building on the success of its inau-
gural Conference of early Childhood 
research and evaluation last fall, the 
Center for early education evaluation 
(Ceee) at highscope held its second 
annual research and evaluation confer-
ence on october 11, 2013. Cosponsored 

by the michigan department 
of education, the theme of 

the conference was Work-
ing Together Toward a Com-

mon Goal: Using Research to 
Inform Practice and Practice to Inform 
Research. this theme, which was chosen 
with input from members of the Ceee’s 
advisory panel, fit well with the goal of 
the conference to bring together local, 
regional, and national evaluators and 
researchers, as well as policymakers 
and stakeholders who use evaluations 
for decision making and advocacy.

speakers at the event included Betina 
Jean-Louis, Phd, director of evaluation 
at the harlem Children’s Zone, new 
York City; michael L. López, Phd, 
principal associate at Abt Associates, 
Bethesda, md; Kurt metzger, director 
of data driven detroit, detroit, mi; 
milagros nores, Phd, associate director 
of research at the national institute for 
early education research (nieer), 
new Brunswick, nJ; Jason sachs, Phd, 
director of early childhood education for 
the Boston Public schools; and deborah 
stipek, Phd, professor of education, 
stanford University, stanford, CA. 

our third Annual Conference is 
scheduled for october 2014. hope to 
see you then!

Larry Schweinhart talks with Michigan Governor  
Rick Snyder at a public event, hosted by HighScope,  
at the Perry Child Development Center in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan. They were joined by United States  
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan.

Schweinhart Welcomes  
New HighScope President
Dear HighScope friends, 

I am pleased to welcome Dr. Cheryl 
Polk as HighScope’s new president, 
succeeding me. Dr. Polk joins High-
Scope with a long record of success 
in translating research knowledge 
about the first five years of life 
into programs that address the 
continuum of young children’s 
needs, from high-quality child 
care to mental health consultation 
and treatment. I know she will build 
on HighScope’s strong tradition of 
commitment to highly effective early 
childhood programs that support 
young children’s active learning and 

development. I trust that she 
will bring her own perspec-
tive to HighScope’s work 
and challenge the organiza-
tion to new achievements. 

She raises HighScope’s 
potential to lift lives through 
education to new heights. 

 — Larry Schweinhart

Michael 
López

Deborah  
 Stipek
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o n May 6, 2013, United States 
Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan and Michigan’s  

Governor Rick Snyder visited the 
Perry Child Development Center in 
Ypsilanti, Michigan, at a public event 
hosted by the HighScope Educational 
Research Foundation. Secretary  
Duncan and Governor Snyder had 
come together to promote their  
complementary early childhood  
education initiatives inspired in part 
by the HighScope Perry Preschool 
Study — the lifelong study of the 
effects of the high-quality, active 
learning preschool program that 
began there in the 1960s. In these 
days of partisan discord, what better 
cause could bring together a promi-
nent Cabinet member of a Democratic  
federal administration and a promi-
nent Republican governor than a  
program proven to contribute to  
children’s lifetime development and 
return seven times its cost to society?

As i look to retirement in november 
2013, this Perry Child development 
Center meeting represented a culmina-

tion of my career at highscope — not 
the culmination because it was not just 
an event but also a promise of things to 
come. it was the lead of a highscope 
triple-header that week, occurring just 
after a board meeting in which my suc-
cessor was selected and just before our 
sold-out 2013 international Conference, 
which included a retirement party for 
me. i had intentionally invited the board 
members to meet before the conference 
to give them a view of highscope in 
action. We had learned of the simulta-
neous visit by secretary duncan and 
governor snyder only three weeks 
beforehand, as is their way.

Both secretary duncan and gover-
nor snyder acknowledged the role that 

highscope’s Perry Preschool study has 
played in the evolution of high-quality 
early childhood education in the United 
states. secretary duncan came to the 
event representing the audacious goal 
for educating young children put forth 
by President obama in his february 12, 
2013 state of the Union speech, in which 
the president acknowledged the legacy 
of the Perry Preschool study: 

Tonight, I propose working with 
states to make high-quality preschool 
available to every child in America. 
Every dollar we invest in high-quality 
early education can save more than 
seven dollars later on — by boosting 
graduation rates, reducing teen preg-
nancy, even reducing violent crime. In 
states that make it a priority to educate 
our youngest children, like Georgia or 
Oklahoma, studies show students grow 
up more likely to read and do math at 
grade level, graduate high school, hold 
a job, and form more stable families of 
their own. So let’s do what works, and 
make sure none of our children start the 
race of life already behind. Let’s give 
our kids that chance.

highscope and me

AS PrESIDENCy ENDS,  
       COmmITmENT  
     TO EArly CHIlDHOOD  
           CONTINUES

by Larry Schweinhart

On May 25, 2010, HighScope President Larry 
Schweinhart was invited to testify before the United 
States Senate at a hearing on the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) reauthorization.

highsCoPe PresidenCY
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these are the findings of the high-
scope Perry Preschool study, found in 
michigan but applicable in georgia, 
oklahoma, and many other places. other 
studies have found some of these effects; 
the Perry study found all of them.

in his state of the state speech on 
february 7, 2013, governor snyder made 
a similar commitment to the education 
of young children in michigan, saying

It’s important that we make a major 
budget commitment to get as many kids 
as possible, and get us on a path to get-
ting all those kids, into the Great Start 
early childhood program.

A few days later, the federal and state 
administration budget proposals backed 
up these promises. 

The HighScope Perry Preschool 
Study

i first came to highscope in Ypsilanti, 
michigan, in 1975 with a Phd in educa-
tion from indiana University to serve as 
a research associate working on longitu-
dinal follow-up studies of highscope’s 
initial early childhood programs. in 1978, 
my colleague Ann s. epstein (then a 
research associate and now highscope’s 
senior director of curriculum develop-
ment) and i completed the highscope 
Preschool Curriculum Comparison study 
through Age 10, comparing the effects 
of three preschool curriculum models. 
Ann also led the Carnegie infant educa-
tion Project follow-Up while i focused 
on the highscope Perry Preschool study 
through Age 15, the first point at which 
this study found long-term effects that 
differed from the initial effects. Working 
on these studies brought us in frequent 
contact with highscope’s founding 
president david Weikart, who had initi-
ated them. dave and i represented 
highscope in the Consortium for Longi-
tudinal studies (a group of independent 
researchers who came together to pool 
their findings about the effects of early 
childhood education on low-income 
children) where i got to know some of 
dave’s contemporaries who were con-
ducting studies like ours. in addition to 
the consortium’s founder, irving Lazar, 
the group included pioneering research-

ers in the field of early childhood includ-
ing susan gray, merle Karnes, frank 
Palmer, Louise miller, and others. i was 
always impressed when one of them 
remembered my name. i also served with 
highscope elementary school teacher 
sheila morse for three years as coordina-
tor of the highscope graduate program 
in education and human development, 
part of a master’s program at Pacific 
oaks College in Pasadena, California.

i still recall discovering the strong 
Perry Preschool program effect on 
school achievement at age 14. We had 
found a few weaker effects upon grade 
placement and school achievement to 
that point, but this one was the strongest 
effect since the immediate but passing 
effect on children’s intellectual perfor-
mance. At first i thought there must be 
some mistake and that, perhaps, i had 
unintentionally reversed the program 
and no-program group achievement test 
scores, but it proved to be the beginning 
of the new story of long-term preschool 
effects. As dave and i wrote in the 

monograph Young Children Grow Up: 
The Effects of the Perry Preschool  
Program on Youths Through Age 15, 
which presents the results of the study, 
“the Perry Preschool Project through 
age 15 not only presents evidence that 
early intervention can have lasting  
benefits; it allows us to organize these 
findings into a meaningful framework” 
(schweinhart & Weikart, 1980, p. 2).

A solitary sentence appears as the 
epigraph of the 1980 monograph: “the 
most important thing you learn in a 
place is how hard to try.” i put it there 
for two reasons. one was the strong 
correlation found in the Perry Preschool 
study between children’s commitment to 
schooling and their school achievement, 
suggesting that the driving mediator of 
the long-term effect on school achieve-
ment was their motivation rather than 
their cognitive performance. the sec-
ond reason was that i had learned at 
highscope that my effort paid off in 
accomplishment.

In 1980, former Perry Elementary School Principal Charles Eugene Beatty, Sr. (center) reviewed the findings of the 
18-year Perry Preschool Study with the study’s authors, David Weikart and Larry Schweinhart. Beatty was principal 
of the Perry Elementary School during the time of the Perry Preschool program.

highsCoPe PresidenCY
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Voices for Children
it became clear that our longitudinal 

studies offered public policy implications 
that the early childhood field needed. 
We knew we wanted to focus on public 
policy, but first we had to learn how. 
my next big project was the Voices for 
Children Project, funded by the Carnegie 
Corporation of new York from 1979 to 
1989. dave Weikart and i visited almost 
every state with the message that high-
quality, active learning preschool pro-
grams have proven long-term effects 
and strong return on investment. this 
message was a game-changer for early 
childhood programs. the strong return 
on investment meant that the way to save 
taxpayers money with preschool pro-
grams was not to make them as cheap as 
possible, but rather to make them expen-
sive enough to yield economic returns. 
the highscope Perry Preschool study 
offered experimental proof of the pro-
gram’s long-term effects on high school 
graduation, adult earnings and employ-
ment, and crime reduction and showed 
that Ben franklin’s adages were true for 
young children’s development: penny-
wise really can be pound-foolish; a stitch 
in time really does save nine; the tree 
really does grow as the twig is bent.

over the years we have conduct-
ed follow-ups of the highscope 
Perry Preschool study through 
Age 15 (Young Children Grow 

Up, 1980), 19 (Changed Lives, 1984), 
27 (Significant Benefits, 1993), and 40 
(Lifetime Effects, 2005). We have also 
conducted follow-ups of the highscope 
Preschool Curriculum Comparison 
study through Age 23 (Lasting Differ-
ences, 1997). each time, new findings 
have motivated us to look for even  
longer-term findings. to conduct the 
highscope Perry Preschool midlife 
study through Age 50, we now have 
funding from the national institute on 
Aging to collaborate with norC (found-
ed in 1941 as the national opinion 
research Center) at the University of 
Chicago to collect data. on hand to 
analyze and report the data are econo-
mist and nobel laureate James heckman 
at the University of Chicago; economist 
James P. smith, distinguished Chair in 
Labor markets and demographic studies 
at the rAnd Corporation; and various 
other researchers around the country. 
this time we will look not only for the 
effects found in earlier studies but also 
for the long-term effects of high-quality 
preschool education on health and per-
sonality factors such as grit, determina-
tion, and executive functions. 

the highscope Perry Preschool 
study, which began in the 1960s, helped 
inspire the Abecedarian Project, the 

high-quality child care study of Craig 
ramey and his colleagues begin-

ning in the 1970s; the Chicago 
Child-Parent Centers study of 

Arthur reynolds and his colleagues 
beginning in the 1980s; and studies of 
nurse-family Partnerships by david 
olds and his colleagues beginning in 
the 1980s. All these studies found that 
educating young children and their par-
ents had important long-term effects 
and a strong return on investment. 

it has been an honor and a privilege 
to lead the highscope Perry Preschool 
study, first alongside dave Weikart until 
his death in 2003 and then going for-
ward. not only has the study continued 
to find increasingly important effects on 
participants, it has also affected public 
thinking and public policy development 
throughout the Us and around the world. 
A google search of “Perry Preschool 
study” on may 21, 2013 produced 
209,000 hits, including 3,016 citations  
in scholarly articles. economists, busi-
ness leaders, and policymakers have 
embraced the proven idea that early 
childhood education, done right, has 
long-term effects and a strong return on 
investment. despite their shortfalls to 
Perry Preschool Program policies, head 
start investment has increased steadily 
from $96 million in 1965 to $7.6 billion 
in 2011; and state prekindergarten invest-
ment has expanded from $227 million 
invested by 11 states in 1984 to $5.1 bil-
lion invested by 37 states in 2011. 

From left to right: Evelyn Moore, founder and first 
director of the National Black Child Development 
Institute, and a former head teacher in the Perry 
Preschool program; Larry Schweinhart; and 
Louise Derman-Sparks, developer of the Anti-
Bias Curriculum: Tools for Empowering Young 
Children, and a former teacher in the Perry 
Preschool program.

Both Secretary Duncan 
and Governor Snyder 
acknowledged the role 
that HighScope’s Perry 
Preschool Study has 
played in the evolution 
of high-quality early 
childhood education in 
the United States.
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The HighScope Preschool  
Curriculum Comparison Study

given the success of the Perry pro-
gram, the next question was whether this 
success was limited to the highscope 
active learning model. Could the same 
success occur as the result of direct 
instruction and traditional nursery school 
models as well? that was the question 
of the highscope Preschool Curriculum 
Comparison study, the companion study 
to the highscope Perry Preschool study, 
which i worked on with dave Weikart 
from 1975 to 1997. Both studies used 
random assignment procedures to assign 
children to groups with different pre-
school experiences. Both had relatively 
small samples of children — 123 in the 
Perry study, 68 in the Curriculum Com-
parison study. in the short term, the 
direct instruction model had a slight 
edge in advancing children’s intellectual 
performance. in the long term, high-
scope and nursery school models (both 
approaches emphasized child-initiated 
activities in which young children pur-
sued their own interests with staff sup-
port) had stronger effects on reducing 
emotional problems and future felony 
arrests. the finding that the highscope 
group had significantly fewer felony 
arrests than the direct instruction group 
looks just like the Perry Preschool pro-
gram advantage over the no-preschool 
program. these provocative findings 
deserve further research. 

Other Projects
in my role as chair of the research 

division at highscope from 1989 to 
2003, i was fortunate to lead a number 
of other significant projects: 

The Child Observation Record. 
highscope’s development of the Child 
observation record (Cor) assessment 
instrument was a response to the need 
in early childhood for an authentic 
assessment that could be used in any 
developmentally appropriate early 
childhood setting, including preschools, 
head start and early head start pro-
grams, and other child care settings. in 
contrast to test-style instruments, which 
tended to narrowly focus on a few areas 
of child development (e.g., physical 

growth or language), the Cor looked at 
all key areas of children’s growth. But 
we had never studied this assessment 
tool scientifically until the head start 
Bureau funded our Child observation 
record studies from 1989 to 1991. first 
we linked note-taking to the Cor 
items and set the same number of levels 
for each item. next we had southeast 
michigan head start teachers try out 
the new items, changing several to work 
better for them. then we confirmed the 
new Cor’s validity and reliability by 
statistical analyses of the data that the 
teachers collected. the Cor was first 
released in 1992; a second edition was 
published in 2003. in the last few years, 
onlineCor has become one of high-
scope’s major products. our latest 
update to this assessment tool is Cor 
Advantage (see related story, p. 11).

Michigan’s Great Start Readiness 
Program Evaluation. in 1994 the 
michigan department of education first 
contracted with us to conduct a longitu-
dinal evaluation of michigan’s great 
start readiness Program, a preschool 
program the state had initiated in 1985. 
over the years, we have engaged in  
several evaluations of this program. the 
longest-lasting one was the evaluation of 
338 children in the class of 1994–1995 in 
six parts of the state. We compared their 
progress with that of 258 of their class-
mates who were demographically similar 
to them but did not attend a preschool 
program. We found that the program 
group was better prepared for school; 
more passed the michigan educational 
Assessment in mathematics and literacy 
at fourth grade; fewer had to repeat a 
grade while in school — 37 percent  
versus 49 percent; and more graduated 
from high school on time — 58 percent 
versus 43 percent. these findings were 

more pronounced for children of color. 
in 2012 we presented these findings to 
the state Board of education. governor 
rick snyder subsequently cited them  
as a reason to substantially increase 
funding for the program, which led him 
to meet with secretary duncan at the 
Perry Child development Center on 
may 6, 2013.

Head Start research. from 1995 
through 2004, highscope was one of a 
few organizations around the country to 
operate a head start Quality research 
Center. highscope’s primary research 
focus was to establish the importance of 
substantial professional development to 
teachers’ proper use of the highscope 
system of supporting children’s active 
learning. regular meetings of these 
centers in Washington, dC, helped us 
better understand the thinking of head 
start’s national leaders. i learned a valu-
able lesson on one trip to dC, during 
which i was invited to meet with our 
local member of Congress, michigan 
democrat Lynn rivers. she asked why  
i was in town, and i explained that i was 
there to attend meetings about conduct-
ing research to maintain and improve the 
quality of head start. she was surprised 
at my purpose, since the conventional 
wisdom was that head start was a pro-
gram that worked. her position was an 
interesting counterpoint to those who 
assumed that head start was a program 
that did not work. i realized that those of 
us who believe that head start’s success 
needs vigilance and continuous improve-
ment were a political minority, not 
fully aligned with either the position 
that head start works or that it does  
not work.

National Association for the Edu-
cation of Young Children (NAEYC) 
and the Program Recognition Project. 
i served on the board of the michigan 
Association for the education of Young 
Children from 1987 to 1994 and was 
elected to and served on the nAeYC 
board from 1993 to 1997. After i left 
the nAeYC board, with foundation 
funding, my highscope colleagues and 
i conducted the Program recognition 
Project, a national search that found ten 

Larry Schweinhart speaking at the 2013 HighScope 
International Conference.

highsCoPe PresidenCY
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diverse early childhood programs that 
excelled at quality, compensation, and 
affordability. the project culminated in 
an awards banquet at the annual nAeYC 
conference for the extraordinary, self-
sacrificing leaders of these programs.  
it could have become an annual tradi-
tion, except for the inaccurate message 
that there really are enough resources 
out there to conduct affordable high-
quality early childhood programs that 
adequately compensate their staff. such 
programs remain the exception rather 
than the rule.

Elementary education. While 
highscope’s primary emphasis has 
been on preschool education, it has a 
valuable legacy in elementary educa-
tion. highscope had a curriculum 
model for K–3 programs in the federal 

follow through Project that operated 
from 1968 to 1995. i led the evaluation 
of the project at three sites from 1988  
to 1991. We found that children who 
attended the highscope classes had 
higher school achievement than their 
demographically similar classmates in 
the same schools and their classmates  
in demographically similar schools.  
But when the federal program ended  
in 1995, we found that we could not  
sustain the follow through model of 
comprehensive services and curriculum 
support without federal or other third-
party support.

We revisited elementary education 
from 2003 to 2006. With funding from 
the W. K. Kellogg foundation, we devel-
oped the ready school Assessment, 
which follows the definition of ready 
schools developed by a subgroup of  
the national education goals Panel. 
elementary school teachers and princi-
pals are quite receptive to examining 
their practices from the ready school 
perspective. ready schools could become 
a national movement.

We continue to look for the best 
ways to bring highscope’s ideas and 
legacy to the service of elementary 
schools. While it is true that children 
develop throughout childhood, the 
abrupt changes they experience from 

early childhood programs to elementary 
schools come from the school culture, 
not from children’s development.

The HighScope Presidency
i have served as president of high-

scope from 2003 to 2013. founder 
david Weikart was president from 1970 
to 2000. Art stellar served as president 
from 2000 to 2002, followed by dave 
Weikart’s co-administrator Chuck Wall-
gren for six months in 2003. during my 
tenure, highscope has become single-
mindedly focused on early childhood 
education. in 2007 we handed off our 
work on the Youth Program Quality 
Assessment to the forum for Youth 
investment to form the david P. Weikart 
Center for Youth Program Quality. in 
2011 we sold the site of the highscope 
retreat and meeting Center, generously 
donated by david and Phyllis Weikart, 
to a romanian orthodox monastery. in 
2012 we sold the house and property  
on Lake geneva, Wisconsin, generously 
donated by former board member ross 
sackett and his wife, skip. 

despite a major recession, we have 
maintained highscope’s financial stabil-
ity during this decade. our continuing 
financial success is largely due to a 
series of major new products over these 
years including the growing readers 
early Literacy Curriculum and the early 

Larry Schweinhart and former Perry Preschool student and parent Simone Strong joined United States Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Michigan Governor Rick Snyder 
in May 2013 at the Perry Child Development Center in Ypsilanti, Michigan. Secretary Duncan and Governor Snyder paid a visit to promote their complementary early childhood 
education initiatives, inspired in part by the HighScope Perry Preschool Study.

HighScope’s develop-
ment of the COR was  
a response to the  
need for an authentic 
assessment that could 
be used in any develop-
mentally appropriate 
early childhood setting.
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Literacy skills Assessment; the numbers 
Plus Preschool mathematics Curricu-
lum; the ready school Assessment; 
online Cor; an introductory guide to 
the highscope Preschool Curriculum 
(Essentials); a major revision of the 
comprehensive highscope Preschool 
Curriculum manual with eight individ-
ual content area books; a new version 
of the Child observation record, Cor 
Advantage, which covers the spectrum 
of child development from birth to kin-
dergarten; and a range of other books, 
videos, and assessment tools for teach-
ers and administrators. our research 
projects during my tenure as president 
of highscope include the highscope 
Perry Preschool study through Age 40, 
the ready school Assessment project, 
continuation of our head start Quality 
research Center, continuation of the 
longitudinal evaluation of michigan’s 
great start readiness Program, and val-
idation of the numbers Plus Preschool 
mathematics Curriculum. 

As president, i have represented high-
scope throughout the Us and around the 
world. At the request of national head 
start director Yvette sanchez fuentes, 
a year ago we visited each regional 
office to better inform head start offi-
cials about what highscope has to offer. 
i have visited highscope institutes and 
teacher education centers in Canada, 
mexico, great Britain, ireland, the 
netherlands, and China. i have also 
given talks in the Caribbean, germany, 
Belgium, saudi Arabia, and india. early 
childhood educators, policymakers, and 
researchers everywhere want to know 

how they can improve young children’s 
lives with high-quality, active learning 
preschool programs.

serving as president introduced me 
personally to the support and guidance 
of highscope’s board of directors. our 
volunteer board continues to take its 
responsibility for highscope seriously 
and to exercise its leadership wisely. As 
president, i have served under four board 
chairs, listed here with their current 
affiliations: matt hennessee, senior 
Pastor, Vancouver Avenue first Baptist 
Church, Portland, oregon; dave gleason, 
President emeritus, Bright horizons 
foundation for Children, franklin,  
tennessee; Julie Biddle, Professor and 
Chair of the early Childhood education 
Program, school of education, Antioch 
University midwest, Yellow springs, 
ohio; and marianne Udow-Phillips, 
director, Center for healthcare 
research & transformation, University 
of michigan, and Blue Cross Blue shield 
of michigan, Ann Arbor, michigan. 
their guidance has anchored me 
throughout my presidency. 

The Future
As i come to the end of my highscope 

presidency, i will not retire completely, 
but rather move to the next stage of my 
life. As president emeritus, i will contin-
ue to lead several research projects, give 
speeches, and meet with decision makers 
to tell of the value of high-quality, active 
learning preschool programs.

so we return to the beginning of this 
article. early childhood advocates are 
hopeful optimists. early childhood is the 
best time for optimism, when children’s 
whole lives lie before them. that, and 
my life experience with young children, 
is what attracted me to study early child-
hood education. so i look at governor 
rick snyder’s commitment to bring early 
childhood education to all of our state’s 
low-income children and to the national 
initiative of President Barack obama, 
secretary Arne duncan, and their 
Administration to expand and improve 
early childhood education, and it fills me 
with hope — hope that we will finally 
come to do the right thing for our young 
children and give them what they need 
to live their lives to their full potential.

the day after secretary duncan visit-
ed the Perry Child development Center, 
he graciously wrote me a personal note, 
serendipitously a great epigram for my 
highscope career:

Larry — It was great to see you! 
Thanks for the difference you and your 
team continue to make in the lives of 
children. Hopefully, we will be able to 
give many more children across the 
country the same types of opportunity 
and support.

hopefully, all of us together can give 
all the world’s young children the same 
types of opportunity and support. that 
cause makes a life worth living. 

Reference
schweinhart, L. J., & Weikart, d. P. 

(1980). Young children grow up:  
The effects of the Perry Preschool 
program on youths through age 15. 
Ypsilanti, mi: highscope education-
al research foundation.

As president emeritus,  
I will continue to meet 
with decision makers  
to tell them of the value 
of high-quality, active 
learning preschool  
programs.

highsCoPe PresidenCY

Lifetime effects: the 
highscope Perry Preschool 
study through Age 40

The landmark HighScope Perry Preschool Study examines the long-term 
effects of high-quality early care and education. This monograph reports on 
the latest phase of the study, looking at a wide range of factors in the lives of 
study participants at age 40.

WC-R1063 $25.95
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introducing  
   the new Cor   
            Advantage

              SEAmlESS ASSESSmENT  
          FrOm bIrTH THrOUGH  
            kINDErGArTEN

by Ann S. Epstein and Beth Marshall

In daily team planning, teachers share anecdotal 
notes about children to plan supportive experiences 
for individual children and the group as a whole. 

Cor Assessment

HighScope has announced the release 
of the new COR Advantage, the latest 
online version of the Child Observa-
tion Record (COR), which seamlessly 
integrates child assessment from 
birth through kindergarten. COR 
Advantage is aligned with the Head 
Start Child Development and Early 
Learning Framework, Common Core 
Standards for kindergarten, state 
early learning standards, and the 
standards of national organizations  
in content areas such as literacy, 
mathematics, and science. It is inte-
grated with the HighScope Key 
Developmental Indicators (KDIs) at 
all age levels, easily scored, research-
based, and readily shared through 
reports generated for administrators, 
funders, and parents. COR Advantage 
helps teachers support early learning 
in all areas of development.

COR Advantage Development
Cor Advantage is based on the lat-

est research about young children, and 
reflects new knowledge about brain 
development and behavior. revising this 
widely used and respected assessment 
tool was a multistep process aimed at 
updating its content and extending its 
structural (age) range, while retaining 
the simple format users count on. A 
team of experts, comprising highscope 
staff members and external reviewers, 
contributed diverse perspectives from 
early childhood theory and research, 
assessment, program practices (caregiv-
ers and teachers), professional develop-
ment (staff training), administration, 
and educational policy and advocacy. A 
technical design team worked with the 

developers to create the instrument’s 
user-friendly online interface, including 
reporting tools and links to teaching 
resources.

COR Advantage Content and 
Organization

 Cor Advantage assesses develop-
ment from infancy through kindergarten 
in eight content areas: Approaches to 
Learning; social and emotional devel-
opment; Physical development and 
health; Language, Literacy, and Com-
munication; mathematics; Creative Arts; 
science and technology; and social 
studies. An additional content area, 
english Language Learning (eLL), can 
be used with children whose primary 
language is other than english. each 
content area contains items that address 
key concepts in early learning, for a 
total of 34 items plus the two eLL 
items. Based on objective anecdotal 
notes about the child, recorded over 
time by a trained and knowledgeable 
rater, each item is scored on an eight-
level scale ranging from 0 (lowest) to  
7 (highest). to help observers score 
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COR Advantage  
Categories and Items

APPrOACHES TO lEArNING
 A. Initiative and planning
 B. Problem solving with materials
 C. Reflection

SOCIAl & EmOTIONAl DEVElOPmENT
 D. Emotions
 E. Building relationships with adults
 F. Building relationships with other children
 G. Community
 H. Conflict resolution

PHySICAl DEVElOPmENT & HEAlTH
 I. Gross-motor skills
 J. Fine-motor skills
 K. Personal care and healthy behavior

lANGUAGE, lITErACy,  
& COmmUNICATION
 L. Speaking
 M. Listening and comprehension
 N. Phonological awareness
 O. Alphabet knowledge
 P. Reading
 Q. Book enjoyment and knowledge
 R. Writing

mATHEmATICS
 S. Number and counting
 T. Geometry: Shapes and spatial awareness
 U. Measurement
 V. Patterns
 W. Data analysis

CrEATIVE ArTS
 X. Art
 Y. Music
 Z. Movement
 AA. Pretend play

SCIENCE & TECHNOlOGy
 BB. Observing and classifying
 CC. Experimenting, predicting, and drawing 

conclusions
 DD. Natural and physical world
 EE. Tools and technology

SOCIAl STUDIES
 FF. Knowledge of self and others
 GG. Geography
 HH. History

ENGlISH lANGUAGE lEArNING  
(IF APPrOPrIATE)
 II. Listening to and understanding English
 JJ. Speaking English

bb. Observing and classifying
Being a good observer is an important skill for 
budding scientists to develop. Infants and toddlers 
use all their senses to observe. Preschoolers 
begin to sort things into categories — big and 
small, loud and quiet, rough and smooth, to name 
just a few. They discover similarities and differ-
ences in people, objects, and events. Over time, 
their classifications are based on an increasing 
number of attributes or characteristics.

lEVEl 0
Child explores objects using different senses.

The child observes his or her environment 
using one or more senses. A variety of sights, 
sounds, smells, tastes, and textures are all of 
interest to the child.

 1/15   
At choice time, Naomi mouthed a bottle brush 
from her treasure basket.

 6/25   
At choice time, Randall rubbed the soft felt 
ball across his face.

lEVEl 1
Child uses a sound or hand sign to name  
an object.

The child, by making a sound such as “ba-ba” 
for bottle or “bo-bo” for brother, connects the 
sound with the object. Thus, the child indicates 
an understanding that things have names.

 10/18  
At nap time, Cheyenne picked up her blanket 
and said, “Bee-bee.”

 3/20  
At choice time, looking at the mesh bag of 
toys hanging above his head, Alvie said, 
“Moo.” When Crystal (his caregiver) asked, 
“Do you want the cows to play with?” he  
nodded and repeated “Moo.”

lEVEl 2
Child uses the same word to name more than 
one object.

The child generalizes and may overgeneralize 
category labels, using one label for a group of 
similar objects, such as applying the word (or 
sign for) dog to all four-legged animals.

 4/18   
At snacktime, when Sean was handed his 
sippy cup of milk, he drank from it and said 
“Mmm, juice!”

 9/4   
At outside time, when Emma saw a squirrel 
on the playground, she said, “Kitty!”

Cor Advantage reliably and validly, 
explanations are provided for every area, 
item, and level, with two anecdotal 
examples for each level (see right). 

the eight scoring levels of the Cor 
provide an overlapping continuum so 
that children can be scored at the devel-
opmental and ability level appropriate 
for them. thus, for example, infants  
and toddlers will generally be scored at 
levels 0–2, but it would not be uncom-
mon for an older toddler to score a level 
3 on some items. Likewise, preschoolers 
will typically score at levels 2–5 but 
may rate higher or lower on any given 
item. Based on the child’s age and 
developmental level, users are given a 
suggested starting point for scoring but 
can scroll up or down to the level 

Sample Item From  
Science and Technology 

COR Advantage is 
based on the latest 
research about young 
children, and reflects 
new knowledge about 
brain development  
and behavior.

COR Advantage is integrated with the HighScope Key 
Developmental Indicators (KDIs) at all age levels, 
from birth through kindergarten. 

Cor Assessment
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lEVEl 3
Child sorts or matches things and may identi-
fy things as being the same or different.

The child sorts or matches objects and may 
indicate whether objects are the same or differ-
ent. The child may say same or different or use 
other words, such as “These go together” or 
“That doesn’t belong in this pile.” At this level, the 
child does not yet explain the reason or state the 
attribute upon which the sorting is based.

 2/6   
During cleanup time, Quon was putting away 
the dinosaurs when he noticed a block in the 
dinosaur bin. He took it out and said, “That 
doesn’t go there!”

 9/28  
At work time, in the house area, Johanna put 
red cups by the red plates and blue cups by 
the blue plates.

lEVEl 4
Child sorts things based on one characteristic 
(attribute) and describes the reason.

The child categorizes objects based on one 
shared property (such as size, color, texture, 
sound) and states what that common property  
or similarity is. The child may occasionally make 
an error in sorting, or the properties in one of  
the child’s subgroups may overlap with those in 
another subgroup (such as “beads” and “big 
beads”).

 6/19   
At small-group time, Henry took his basket of 
shells and grouped them into piles of large 
and small. When Beth (his teacher) handed 
him another shell, he said, “This goes here, 
with the small ones. Only the big shells go in 
this pile.”

 4/3   
At work time in the toy area, Carrie put all the 
dogs in one pile and all the cats in the other. 
She said, “I’m separating them. Cats here and 
dogs there. Sometimes they like to fight.”

lEVEl 5
Child sorts based on two characteristics and 
gives the reason.

The child sorts objects based on two proper-
ties and states the reason. For example, the child 
might pick out all the buttons that have four holes 
and are shiny in a group and explain what he or 
she is doing. 

 8/18   
During a field trip to the park, Charles collect-
ed stones. He showed them to Saxon (his 
teacher) and said, “I’m looking for all the small 
stones that are smooth. I really like them.”

 10/6   
During work time, in the toy area, Shaneka 
said, “I want to get all the yellow dinosaurs 
that can fly. They are going to be my birds.” 
She picked out all the yellow dinosaurs that 
had wings.

lEVEl 6
Child intently or repeatedly observes some-
thing and describes his or her discoveries  
in detail.

The child studies an object or event intently 
and then describes what he or she has observed. 
To be scored at this level, the child must include 
multiple details in the description. For example, 
the child might say of soil that it is different colors, 
has large and small stones, smells damp, has 
bugs crawling in it, and is warmer in the sunny 
areas than the shady ones.

 10/3   
At recess, Ezra picked up a leaf, studied it, 
and said, “This is a maple leaf. I can tell 
because it has points on it and looks like the 
hockey team shirts. I like maple leaves the 
best because they turn colors. See, this one 
used to be green. Now it also has red and  
yellow in it.”

 12/4   
During center time, Naomi looked at a bug in 
the terrarium with a magnifying glass and 
compared it to pictures of bugs in a book. She 
said, “I think this is a beetle” and then made 
a beetle out of clay with a shell, antennae, 
and eyes. She used a toothpick to score its 
legs with hairlike marks.

lEVEl 7
Child divides a category into sets, divides the 
sets into subsets, and describes the charac-
teristics of each subset and how it relates to 
the original category and to the other subsets.

The child’s ability to classify encompasses 
multiple properties and subsets. He or she subdi-
vides objects or events into groups and subgroups, 
describes in detail what differentiates them, and 
says how each subgroup relates to the original 
(overall) category and to the other subgroups. For 
example, the child might divide living things into 
plants and animals; subdivide animals into pets, 
farm animals, and wild animals; and state that a 
pig can be either a pet or a farm animal.

 6/7   
During center time, Tyler filled in a graphic 
organizer to describe the relationship between 
the city and the country. He explain ed that 
people who live in both need homes. He drew 
an apartment on the city side and a house on 
the country side. “But some city people have 
a house,” he said. Tyler drew streets in the city 
and trees in the country. “Lots of places have 
streets and trees, but there’s more plants in 
the country,” he told Mrs. Swan. In another 
bubble of the organizer, Tyler compared trans-
portation by drawing cars and people walking 
in both the city and country. Later he added a 
bus and a train to the city side.

 3/19   
During morning work, Erik created a Venn  
diagram to compare and contrast healthy  
and unhealthy foods. On the healthy side he 
drew and labeled eggs, salad, and an apple. 
On the unhealthy side, Erik drew ice cream 
and candy. “Look,” he said. “This is apple 
candy, but it’s not good for you because it’s 
candy.” In the middle he put a large plate of 
spaghetti. “It’s good for you, but not if you  
eat this much,” he said.

Key developmental indicator 
(Kdi) scaffolding Charts

The 58 KDI scaffolding charts in this set provide practi-
cal examples to help adults scaffold early learning as they 

implement the HighScope Preschool Curriculum. HighScope uses the term 
scaffolding to describe how adults support children at their current develop-
mental level and gently extend their thinking and reasoning to the next level 
when the children are ready.

WC-P1422 $64.95
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Reactions to  
COR Advantage

Here is what researchers, administrators, 
and practitioners who participated in the devel-
opment and field-testing of COR Advantage  
are saying:
— [COR Advantage] is a great assessment tool! 
It is comprehensive and clear.
— The instrument reflects current research  
and knowledge.
— I very much like the 8 levels encompassing 
birth through kindergarten.
— [COR Advantage] is user-friendly. The 
descriptions add great depth to the measure.
— Having this tool directly correlate with the 
KDIs was a fabulous idea. This will simplify 
teachers’ observations and enable them to con-
centrate their efforts on one set of indicators.
— The direct integration of the concepts in 
Numbers Plus and Growing Readers is also a 
big advantage.
— While recently completing our accreditation 
process with NAEYC, we again were grateful for 
our use of HighScope, which made the task 
straightforward and successful. Thank you for 
your dependable and contemporary product.

appropriate for each child. this system 
accommodates children with special 
needs and developmental delays, as well 
as those whose early learning may be 
more advanced in some content areas 
than others.

COR Advantage Validation 
Like all highscope assessment tools, 

Cor Advantage is undergoing rigorous 
validation by research staff with con-
sultation from outside experts. the 
instrument was field-tested for reliabili-
ty and validity with 250 children in 8 
sites representing diverse program set-
tings and a wide range of child abilities 
and family backgrounds. depending  
on the children’s ages, Cor Advantage 

COR Advantage  
is integrated with 
HighScope’s key  
developmental  
indicators (KDIs)  
at all age levels.

ratings were validated against scores on 
the Bayley-iii or Woodcock-Johnson-iii. 
A national validation study with approx-
imately 40 diverse sites is also planned 
and will provide further data on the 
measure’s use and application (see relat-
ed article, p. 17).

Cor Advantage is an exciting  
addition to the highscope family of 
authentic child and program assess-
ment tools. to learn more about the 
instrument, and how you can use it to 
observe and support the development  
of children from infancy through kin-
dergarten, visit the highscope website 
at www.highscope.org. 

Ann S. Epstein is the senior  
director of curriculum development 
at HighScope.

Beth Marshall is HighScope’s 
director of early childhood.

Cor Assessment

COR Advantage assesses development from 
infancy through kindergarten, so that children 
can be scored at the developmental and  
ability level appropriate for them.
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moving from onlineCor  
 to Cor Advantage 

highsCoPe

With the release 
of COR Advan-
tage, the latest 
version of High-

Scope’s Child Observation Record 
(COR), users of OnlineCOR will be 
gradually moving over to the new 
instrument. Many of the reports and 
OnlineCOR you’ve come to love and 
rely on will still be available. In addi-
tion, you will have onscreen features 
to guide you as you enter anecdotal 
notes and become familiar with the 
new instrument. Below are a few high-
lights of the COR Advantage system, 
which will provide a road map as you 
make the transition.

Seamless assessment
Cor Advantage will provide distinct 

and well-defined levels to assess all 
children from birth through kindergar-
ten including children with special 
needs and children who are english 
Language Learners. 

Onscreen road map
see the bar below for an example of 

the onscreen road map — guiding you in 
completing each child’s developmental 

profile. note that the highlighted Cor 
items (in white) indicate items that have 
already been scored (items f, i, L, n, 
o, P). the yellow highlight (item J) 
indicates the currently-selected Cor 
item, and items that are not highlighted 
reflect Cor items that still need to be 
scored. teachers can “see” where they’ve 
been and where they still need to go to 
complete the Cor for every child. 

New item and level descriptions 
When you click on a Cor item (see 

yellow highlight), you will be given more 
detail about the importance of this par-
ticular developmental skill. You’ll also 
see each level — clearly defined — to 
assist you in accurate scoring. sample 
anecdotes are also available onscreen 
— providing additional support in the 
scoring process. 

Additional new features
Cor Advantage reflects highscope’s 

latest research along with updated lan-
guage to more closely match national 
and state standards including the Com-
mon Core state standards and the head 
start Child development and early 
Learning framework. As always, high-

scope’s child assessment tools can be 
used with any developmentally appro-
priate curriculum. Cor Advantage 
matches seamlessly with the highscope 
Curriculum. 

Wondering when to make the transi-
tion from OnlineCOR to COR 
Advantage? 

Below are a few tips to guide you in 
this process:

 You may use either tool, onlineCor 
or Cor Advantage, for the 2013–2014 
program year. We will offer both 
systems — allowing you the flexibili-
ty to transition when it’s best for your 
program. All programs will make 
the transition by the fall of 2014.

On the top bar, items highlighted in white indicate items that have already been scored. The item highlighted in yellow indicates the currently selected COR item. When you click 
on the yellow box, you will be given more detail about the particular developmental skill you are scoring. 

COR Advantage  
assesses child  
development from  
birth through  
kindergarten in  
one seamless tool.

by Dianna Luke

Cor Assessment

moving from onlineCor to 
Cor Advantage 
by Dianna Luke
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 since the Cor Advantage system is 
a birth-through-kindergarten level 
tool with expanded categories, items, 
and levels, anecdotes entered in 
onlineCor cannot be transferred  
to Cor Advantage. however, your 
program hierarchy, teacher, and  
student data can be transferred to 
Cor Advantage. 

 if your program uses Benchmark or 
oseP reporting, we recommend stay-
ing with onlineCor for the 2013–
2014 program year. in the fall of 
2014, these reports will be available 
in the Cor Advantage system.  

Dianna Luke is HighScope’s 
assessment products manager.

Comparing OnlineCOR and COR Advantage Categories

Below is an example of the OnlineCOR categories and the new COR Advantage categories. A 
new Social Studies category has been added and many categories have been expanded, such as 
Language and Literacy which has been revised to include Language, Literacy, and Communication. 

OnlineCOR COR Advantage

Initiative Approaches to Learning

Social Relations Social and Emotional Development

Creative Representation Creative Arts

Movement and Music Physical Development & Health

Language and Literacy Language, Literacy, & Communication

Mathematics and Science Mathematics 
Science & Technology
Social Studies

English Language Learning English Language Learning

Looking more closely, the OnlineCOR, Social Relations category is called Social and  
Emotional Development in COR Advantage. Here are the items within each tool:

OnlineCOR COR Advantage

Social Relations Social and Emotional Development

Relating to adults Emotions

Relating to other children Building relationships with adults

Resolving interpersonal conflict Building relationships with other children

Understanding and expressing feelings Community 
Conflict resolution

Cor Assessment

As always, HighScope’s 
child assessment tools 
can be used with any 
developmentally  
appropriate curriculum.

Based on the child’s age and developmental level, users are 
given a suggested starting point for scoring but can scroll up 
or down to the level appropriate for each child.

Want to learn more? 
The COR Advantage Teacher Toolbox will 

be equipped with new resources for you to view 
online — including the complete COR Advantage 
Scoring Guide as well as quick reference guides. 

As always, we enjoy talking to you about 
your specific needs and the best time to 

transition to the new tool. Feel free to 
contact us at 800.587.5639, Ext. 

234 or Ext. 206. We will also be 
offering COR Advantage webinars; 
to enroll, visit coradvantage.net. 
Technical team assistance is 
also available at 888.386.3822, 
Option 2. 

HighScope has also devel-
oped new training options for 
COR Advantage. To learn more 
about training, visit highscope.
org and click on the Professional 
Development tab, or contact 
HighScope at 800.587.5639, 
Ext. 237 or Ext. 224.
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HighScope makes 
every effort to 
ensure that their 
instruments are 

reliable and valid, and the best in the 
field. A reliable and valid instrument, 
however, is no different from any 
other untested instrument if the user 
does not use it in a reliable way. Take 
an extreme example: Someone scores 
an assessment instrument written in 
Spanish with very minimal knowl-
edge of the language. The instrument 
may be valid, reliable, and highly 
regarded; however, because the assess-
ment was not used in a reliable way, 
your scores would not be valid. Simi-
larly, if a teacher scores HighScope’s 
COR Advantage without gathering 
and recording any anecdotes, this 
assessment tool will not produce reli-
able results.

so what does this mean? to ensure 
that a reliable and valid instrument truly 
provides reliable and valid scores and 
outcomes, users need to be trained, reli-
able users of the instrument. highscope 
offers Cor Advantage training and reli-
ability assessment, which we encourage 
all Cor Advantage users to complete. 
Passing the reliability assessment (80 
percent agreement or higher) certifies 
that the teachers know how to use the 
instrument in the way it was designed to 
be used.

in the spring of 2012, Phase i vali-
dation of Cor Advantage began in 
partnership with an expert consultant  
at the University of illinois at Chicago. 
findings from our Phase i validation 
study indicate that Cor Advantage is  
a reliable and valid instrument. here’s 
how we know.

Documenting Reliability
the reliability of Cor Advantage 

was documented in two ways. first, 
around 70 trained teachers were asked 
to score over 90 video vignettes and 
anecdotes as part of their reliability 
assessment. they agreed 85.7% of the 
time, indicating that Cor Advantage 

has high interrater (or interscorer) reli-
ability. if trained, different individuals 
can score the same child and conclude 
similarly about that child’s development. 

second, using the actual Cor 
Advantage classroom data, our analysis 
found high “internal consistency” for 
each content area. this means that a set 
of items in each content area are very 
closely related to each other, and they 
measure the same construct (e.g., math 
items all measure math; language items 
all measure language). 

Documenting Validity
the validity of Cor Advantage was 

documented in three ways. first, the 
content aspect of validity was established 
by having knowledgeable experts review 
the instrument. these content experts 
included renowned scholars and practi-
tioners in the field of early childhood. 

second, we looked at whether the 
structure of the instrument was solid. 
Preliminary analyses indicated that the 
differences in scores at age category (0, 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 years old) were highly sig-
nificant. in other words, children’s 
progress, as indicated by the Cor 
Advantage scores, followed the expect-
ed developmental progression.

third, we examined external validity 
(or concurrent validity) to determine how 
well the various Cor Advantage con-
tent areas capture important skills and 
knowledge in these areas as assessed by 
other established instruments. We there-
fore examined associations between 
children’s Cor Advantage scores and 
their standardized assessment scores, 
measured using the Woodcock-Johnson 
iii tests of Achievement (2001),1 the 
Bayley scales for infant and toddler 
development (2005),2 and the social 
skills improvement system (2008).3  
We found strong correlations, highly 
significant, between infant-toddler’s 
Cor Advantage scores and Bayley-iii 
scores in all content areas. for preschool 
and kindergarten, the correlations were 
moderate to high in many content areas, 
but especially so in language, literacy, 
and communication, and mathematics. 
highly significant correlations mean that 
children who received a high score in a 
given content area for Cor Advantage 
also received high scores on similar 
corresponding items when assessed 
using valid standardized assessments.

Phase i of the validation study gave 
us abundant opportunity to receive 
feedback from our users and content 
experts to refine our instruments. the 
Cor Advantage that was released in the 
fall of 2013 has integrated all of these 
valuable inputs. Planning of Phase ii 
validation study is underway. this will 
be a larger, more comprehensive study. 
We are consistently trying to improve. 
so, stay tuned! 

Tomoko Wakabayashi, EdD, is  
the director of the Center for Early 
Education Evaluation at HighScope.

Cor Advantage: the road to  
a Valid and reliable instrument

highsCoPe

Findings from our  
Phase I validation  
study indicate COR 
Advantage is a reliable 
and valid instrument. 

___________________
1 mather, n., & Woodcock, r.W. (2001). Examiner’s 

manual. Woodcock-Johnson III Tests of Achievement. 
itasca, iL: riverside Publishing; mcgrew, K.s., & 
Woodcock, r. W. (2001). Technical Manual. Woodcock-
Johnson III. itasca, iL: riverside Publishing.

2 Bayley, n. (2005). Bayley Scales for Infant and Toddler 
Development, Third edition. san Antonio, tX: Pearson.

3 gresham, f., & elliott, s. n. (2008). Social Skills 
Improvement System. san Antonio, tX: Pearson.

by Tomoko Wakabayashi

Cor Assessment

Cor Advantage: the road to  
a Valid and reliable instrument
by Tomoko Wakabayashi
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teacher’s Corner

A s educators, we want to be 
able to assess young chil-
dren’s development so we can 

feel confident that our best practices 
are contributing to children’s growth. 
However, not all approaches to assess-
ment give us the information we’re 
looking for. Traditional assessments, 
which typically involve pulling chil-
dren out of the classroom and asking 
them to perform rote tasks (often at 
the direction of an unfamiliar adult) 
provide only limited information. 
Traditional assessments reflect how 
children do in the testing situation, 
not how they perform in “real” edu-
cational life. Conversely, authentic 
assessment tools allow teachers to 
assess children in their natural envi-
ronment, engaging with familiar and 
interesting materials while interacting 
with familiar caregivers. HighScope’s 
new COR Advantage — the latest 
update to the Child Observation 
Record (COR) — is an observation-
based authentic assessment that pro-
vides “seamless” assessment for chil-
dren from birth through kindergarten 
age at all developmental levels, includ-
ing English language learners (ELLs) 
and children with special needs (see 
related article, p. 11). 

Authenticity of assessment tools is 
important because the results of these 
instruments are used for teacher plan-
ning, sharing developmental informa-
tion with families, and tracking child 
growth and program efficacy. When 
teachers have accurate and meaningful 
information about children’s develop-
ment, they are better able to plan subse-
quent activities to support children in 
advancing to the next developmental 
stage. there are, however, some com-
mon challenges when using authentic 
assessment tools with young children.  
for example, the instrument may start 
at a level higher than a child’s current 

ability or it may end close to his or her 
starting developmental level, limiting 
the teacher’s opportunity to accurately 
record the child’s growth. in addition, 
many assessment tools are not appropri-
ate for use with children who have 
developmental delays because the low-
est possible score is higher than the 
child’s current developmental ability  
in one or more areas. these challenges 
can impact teachers’ ability to plan and 
communicate relevant and accurate 
information to families. the features  
of Cor Advantage overcome many of 
these common challenges faced when 
authentically assessing young children. 

As teachers in the highscope dem-
onstration Preschool, we had the oppor-
tunity to use the new Cor Advantage 
assessment tool in our classroom for  
the last three months of the 2012–2013 
school year. many benefits of the new 
instrument immediately became appar-
ent. for example, features of the newly-
revised Cor include additional item 

levels that complete the whole picture  
of a child’s development. instead of two 
separate assessments — one for infants 
and toddlers and one for preschoolers — 
Cor Advantage offers birth-through-
kindergarten assessment in one instru-
ment. With this full developmental 
spectrum, teachers can easily score 
anecdotes for children at all develop-
mental levels, including eLLs and those 
with special needs. there is also a strong 
correlation between Cor Advantage 
and the highscope Key developmental 
indicators (Kdis). 

Portraying Child Development
Cor Advantage includes eight con-

tent areas: Approaches to Learning; 
social and emotional development; 
Physical development and health; Lan-
guage, Literacy, and Communication; 
mathematics; Creative Arts; science and 
technology; and social studies. it also 
includes a ninth category, english Lan-
guage Learning, for use when working 
with children whose primary language 
is other than english. these content 
areas include specific items and levels 
that address key concepts in children’s 

Using COR Advantage  
in the Classroom
by Molly Jourden and Christine Snyder

The developmental levels ranging
from birth through kindergarten provide
teachers with a clear concept of where
children have been developmentally,
where they are currently, and  
where they are heading  
in the future.
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continued on page 22

learning from birth to kindergarten. for 
each item (see p. 12 for list of items), 
teachers gather objective anecdotal evi-
dence based on their observations of 
children in the classroom over time and 
then select an appropriate corresponding 
level in the COR Advantage Scoring 
Guide. the scoring guide includes 
explanations of each Cor item along 
with sample anecdotes.  

the developmental levels ranging 
from birth through kindergarten provide 
teachers with a clear concept of where 
children have been developmentally, 
where they are currently, and where 
they are heading in the future. teachers 
are better able to support regressions 
and delays as well as scaffold children 
to the next level of development. Within 
one year, teachers are able to document 
greater spans of growth even if children 
are ahead or behind the typical develop-
mental range for their age group. for 
example, when using a preschool assess-
ment tool ranging from level one to 
level five for three- and four-year-olds,  
a child who starts the year at a level four 
ability would only have the opportunity 
to display an advance of one level. Cor 
Advantage has a greater number of levels 
and reaches beyond the preschool years 
to allow for continuous documentation 
of that child’s development. A child who 
starts the year at a level four might real-
istically be a level six by the end of the 
year and it would be accurately reflect-
ed by using this wide-ranging tool. An 
example of this would be a preschool 
child who starts the year writing three 
recognizable letters; this would be 
scored with Cor Advantage at a level  
4 for item r. Writing. As the year pro-
gresses, the child begins combining  
recognizable letters to form words to 

express her plans, thoughts, and feelings. 
she might be making a card to wish her 
brother a “happy Birthday” or writing 
the words Block Area to express to oth-
ers where she will work at work time. 
now, the child would have obtained a 
score of a level 5 for item r. Writing in 
the Cor Advantage. As the child con-
tinues to progress, and by the end of the 
school year, she is able to write a sen-
tence with words that are separated by 
spaces. if the preschool assessment tool 
that this child’s teacher was using ended 
at level 5, this further progression by 
the child would not be captured by the 
assessment tool. since Cor Advantage 
spans across a greater range of develop-
mental levels than a specific age-range 
assessment tool, Cor Advantage can 
capture this child’s progress at a level 6 
for item r. Writing. 

Understanding Developmental 
Delays

Children who are typically develop-
ing in one area but delayed in another 
often require the use of multiple tools  
to track growth and development. for 
example, a preschool-aged child with a 
diagnosed speech delay could be typi-
cally developing in areas of gross motor 
or creative arts but display a lower level 
of ability in the area of language, literacy 
and communication, possibly develop-
mentally closer to the ability of a toddler. 
Because Cor Advantage covers such a 
broad range of development, all areas of 
children’s growth can be assessed and 
tracked over time using the same assess-
ment tool rather than having to use a 
preschool tool for some areas and a tod-
dler tool for others. in addition, as it is 
required, the growth of children with 
developmental delays can more accu-
rately be compared because the same 
tool is used to complete assessment on 
all children. 

(note: Cor Advantage can be used 
as an assessment tool with children who 
have developmental delays but does not 
take the place of necessary screening 
tools used to create individual educa-
tion Programs [iePs] and individualized 
family service Plans [ifsPs].)

Versatility
in classrooms using an age-specific 

tool to assess children, that is, an assess-
ment tool that narrowly focuses on a 
specific age range such as birth to twelve 
months or 18–36 months, information 
can be missed or lost as a child moves 
from one age group or classroom to the 
next. in addition, age-specific tools are 
not necessarily consistent in the way they 
group developmental categories. for 
example, a tool for one age group might 
combine all cognitive skills together 
under one general heading, while a tool 
for another age group might separate 
out these skills under individual head-
ings (e.g., mathematics, science, and  
so on). Without consistent categories, 
assessment is not continuous from one 
classroom to another. Because Cor 
Advantage covers development from 
birth to kindergarten and includes the 
same categories for all ages, assessment 
of children can be connected and contin-
uous even as they move from one group 
to the next. 

in a typical classroom, it is common 
for two children within the same age 
range and classroom to have significant 
differences in developmental abilities. 
Using one seamless tool that covers a 
developmental continuum, rather than 
assessing children’s abilities according to 
age-specific developmental milestones, 
allows for more accurate and thorough 
assessment of growth over the entire 
year for all children. 

Teacher Planning
during daily planning time, teachers 

use the assessment tool to guide their 
conversations about meeting the inter-
ests and developmental needs of the 
children. As teachers identify the poten-
tial engagement of earlier, middle, and 
later learners, Cor Advantage provides 
a comprehensive framework for under-
standing how children might use the 
materials in the classroom whether or 
not they fall within typical age-range 
expectations. Because of this frame-
work, teachers can more accurately 
anticipate and plan for individual abili-
ties and actions. 

Features of the newly 
revised COR include 
additional item levels 
that complete the  
whole picture of a 
child’s development.



Visiting HighScope’s headquarters in Michigan to participate in course 
work is a special experience. We realize, however, that traveling to 
Michigan isn’t always convenient; any of our courses can be offered at 
your site. In addition, we offer an ever-growing list of courses available 
online. Affordable services are available for staff at both larger and 
smaller agencies.

Spotlight  
on Training
Preschool Training of 
Trainers Course (TOT)

The three-week Training of 
Trainers course is designed  
for those who have already  
completed extensive training 
in the HighScope Curriculum 
and wish to extend their  
skills to training adults in the 
educational approach. The 
prerequisite is the Preschool 
Curriculum Course or  
equivalent. The course is held 
at HighScope’s headquarters 
in Ypsilanti, Michigan. Those 
successfully completing the 
course earn certification as 
HighScope Trainers with an 
endorsement in the HighScope 
Preschool Curriculum.

Tuition: $4,100/person

Winter: 
Week 1 — December 9–13, 2013 
Week 2 — February 10–14, 2014 
Week 3 — May 19–23, 2014

Summer: 
Week 1 — July 7–13, 2014 
Week 2 — July 14–18, 2014 
Week 3 — Summer 2015

Please join us  
next year for the

                  2014 HighScope
International 
CONFERENCE

Ann Arbor Marriott  
Ypsilanti at Eagle Crest

1275 South Huron Street 
Ypsilanti, MI

Preconference Workshops: 
May 5–6, 2014 

Preconference Fee: $170/per workshop

Conference: May 7–9, 2014 
Conference Fee: $390/person  

before March 28, 2014  
($435/person after March 28, 2014).

Please watch our website 
highscope.org for upcoming updates 

and deadlines.

professional  
development
training at our site...your site...
or online
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COURSES
Preschool Curriculum Course (PCC 
Program administrators who want to be 
assured their students are receiving benefits 
from all of the strategies developed by High-
Scope can support their staff in attending 
the Preschool Curriculum Course. Features 
of the course include 

 Comprehensive coverage of the five  
 major topics in the HighScope Wheel of  
 Learning: active learning, adult-child  
 interaction, learning environment, daily  
 routine, and assessment. 

 Active participation and study for  
 participants to engage them in the  
 learning process.

The Preschool Curriculum Course enables 
colleagues who complete the program 
to effectively implement the HighScope 
Curriculum. It also provides 120 hours of 
training or 12 Continuing Education Units 
(CEUs) and satisfies the prerequisite for the 
HighScope Training of Trainers course. 

$3,200/person

Winter: 
Week 1 — November 11–15, 2013  
Week 2 — December 2–6, 2013  
Week 3 — March 10–14, 2014  
Week 4 — March 17–21, 2014 

Summer: 
Week 1 — July 28–August 1, 2014  
Week 2 — August 4–8, 2014  
Week 3 — Summer 2015  
Week 4 — Summer 2015 

For more information on  

HighScope’s professional  

development options,  

customized on-site training, 

or certification, please call 

800.587.5639 and ask for  

Karalyn, Ext. 237, or Nan,  

Ext. 234.

To register for training, call 

800.587.5639, Ext. 237;  

fax 800.442.4329; or register 

online at highscope.org.

ONLINE COURSES
 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS        DATES            PRICE

Large-Group Time   Learn to develop Jan. 13–Feb. 10, 2014 $140 
for Active Learners large-group time Mar. 3–Mar. 31, 2014 
   activities and plans  

How to Support   Learn the “basics” of Jan. 13–Feb. 10, 2014 $75 
Active Learning  work time, including Mar. 3–Mar. 31, 2014 
During Work Time work time “dos and  
   don’ts” 

Exploring Physical   Explore simple to Jan. 13–Feb. 17, 2014 $140 
Development: Gross-  more complex gross- Mar. 3–Apr. 7, 2014  
and Fine-Motor Skills and fine-motor 
   movements 

Program Quality   Provides hands-on Jan. 13–Feb. 17, 2014 $200 
Assessment (PQA)  experience in  Feb. 10–Mar. 17, 2014 
   observing, recording, 
   and evaluating  
   program quality

COR Advantage Assesses early Jan. 13–Feb. 17, 2014 $220 
   childhood development  Feb. 10–Mar. 17, 2014 
   from infancy through  Mar. 3–Apr. 7, 2014 
   kindergarten in eight  
   content areas

All About the  Learn about important Jan. 13–Mar. 3, 2014 $250 
Numbers Plus  math concepts and Mar. 3–Apr. 21, 2014 
Preschool  how to scaffold  
Mathematics  children’s math learning 
Curriculum while using activities 
   from our Numbers Plus  
   Preschool Mathematics  
   Curriculum

Creating Meaningful  Learn how to plan for Feb. 10–Mar. 10, 2014 $75 
Lesson Plans each segment of the  
   daily routine

Location: Ypsilanti, Michigan

Introduction to the HighScope  
Curriculum for Infants and Toddlers 
July 14–18, 2014    $600/person

Introduction to the HighScope  
Curriculum for Preschool Teachers:  
Basic Principles and Strategies 
July 21–25, 2014    $600/person

Promoting Academic Content in  
Pre-K Classrooms 
July 7–10, 2014    $480/person

COR Advantage (with online component) 
July 28, 2014    $230/person

Program Quality Assessment (PQA) 
July 29, 2014    $120/person

SUMMER WORKSHOPS
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here’s an example: during a team 
planning meeting, teachers rachel and 
Phoebe look over the anecdotes taken 
during the school day and discover that 
Joey and ross both spent a majority of 
work time using the Legos in the toy 
area. Both of the boys are in Phoebe’s 
small-group time and, looking at the 
Cor Advantage reports, Phoebe realizes 
that she needs to collect more informa-
tion related to children’s experiences 
related to item V. Patterns. rachel and 
Phoebe decide to plan a small group 
using Legos and Lego boards with the 
focus of creating patterns. rachel and 
Phoebe now want to think more deeply 
about the small group and anticipate 
what each child in the group will do with 
the materials, displaying where they are 
developmentally in relation to making 
and recognizing patterns.  

Family Communication
While Cor Advantage provides use-

ful information for program staff as they 
monitor and plan ways to support each 
child’s development, this tool also offers 
a way to meaningfully involve parents as 
partners in recognizing and supporting 
their child’s growth and development 
through the use of the Cor Advantage 
report shared with families. Using Cor 
Advantage, teachers provide parents 
each year with a report called Your 
Child’s Developmental Profile, which 
summarizes and provides examples of 
their child’s development. the profile  
is organized according to the categories  
in Cor Advantage and, since the tool 
covers birth through kindergarten,  
parents receive a continuous report as 
children move from one age group to the 

next. this allows them to easily follow 
the summary of their child’s develop-
ment from year to year. Parents’ famil-
iarity with the profile also allows them 
to focus on their children’s abilities 
rather than having to figure out how to 
use a complicated assessment report. 
this supports a more in-depth conversa-
tion with their child’s teachers about 
home and school goals. 

By using Your Child’s Developmen-
tal Profile as an informational “bridge” 
during conferences and in-home visits, 
staff members can

 share behaviors that are characteristic 
of the child’s current development as 
observed in the school setting

 Provide anecdotal examples to sup-
port their conclusions

 Listen to parents’ descriptions of 
what they’ve observed at home and 
discuss how they can document their 
observations; together with family 
members, explore ideas for the home 
setting that would support the child’s 
interests and development

Assessment of young children’s 
developmental growth is one of the 
most important aspects of being a 
teacher. however, it’s the appropriate-
ness of the tool that makes the assess-
ment accurate and meaningful. By 
incorporating a broad developmental 
range, Cor Advantage ensures that the 
development of all children is represent-
ed and that the growth of each child is 
measurable over time.  

Molly Jourden is a teacher  
in HighScope’s Demonstration  
Preschool. 

Christine Snyder is an early  
childhood specialist at HighScope 
and a teacher in the Demonstration 
Preschool.

continued from page 19

During daily planning 
time, teachers use COR 
Advantage to guide their 
conversations about 
meeting the interests 
and developmental 
needs of the children.

A report for parents about their child's development 
supports a more in-depth conversation with teachers 
during conferences and in-home visits. 
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New ResourcesNew Resources

HighScope 
Colorations® 
Heavy-Duty 
Activity Apron 
The most durable 
apron we offer! 
Heavy-duty vinyl 
material won’t rip 
or tear. Easy to 
clean with a damp 
cloth. Will stay 
looking like new for 
years to come! Apron easily slips over 
the head for fast transitions between 
activities; designed to fit children of 
all sizes. 6” diameter neck opening. 
16”W x 15-1/4”L from neck down.    
P3013 $5.49

HighScope Excellerations™ 
Trace and Write Numbers — 
Set of 20

Get your 
hands on 
these numbers! 
Children can 
freely explore 
and trace the 
shapes of 
the wooden 

numbers, while practicing forming them 
by writing directly on the dry-erase 
numbers. Includes 10 each of wooden 
and dry-erase numbers, plus canvas 
storage bag and activity guide. Ages 3 
years and up.
P3011 $9.99

HighScope Excellerations™ 
Soft Crocheted Balls — 
Set of 10

The soft, crocheted 
texture of these balls 
is welcoming to the 
touch. Children of all 
ages can play safely 

and with confidence! Machine washable. 
Set of 10 has 2 each of 5 vibrant colors. 
Cloth storage bag included. Each ball 
measures approx. 3-1/4” diameter.    
P3010 $24.95

HighScope Excellerations™ 
Wooden Steering Wheels — 
Set of 3 

These wooden 
steering wheels 
have a giant 12” 
diameter, yet 
are lightweight 
enough for young 
children to rotate 

freely. Playing with the wheels gives 
children a chance to pretend to do 
“grown-up” things and expand their 
imaginations through role play. Set 
includes a boat steering wheel, a racecar 
steering wheel, and an airplane steering 
wheel. Ages 3 years and up.    
P3009 $39.99

HighScope Numbers Plus 
Math Supplement Kit
Comprehensive 
set of detailed 
plans for 
small- and 
large-group 
early childhood 
mathematics 
activities. 
Children’s 
mathematical 
learning is 
sequenced within activities — each 
activity has a built-in progression so 
children of different developmental and 
ability levels can participate together. 
Included: Teacher’s manual; parent 
booklets; and 120 activity cards relating to 
number sense and operations, geometry, 
measurement, algebra, and data analysis. 
The Supplement Kit includes all of the 
above, plus objects such as Cuisenaire® 
rods, manipulatives, Unifix® cubes, 
counters, measurement tools, felt shapes, 
beads, rhythm sticks, and so much more! 
Ships within 7–10 days.
P3014 $399.99

HighScope proudly partners with Discount School Supply® in 
the creation of original curriculum support products. Based 
on HighScope research and backed by the quality you expect 
from Discount School Supply®, these products will be a 
welcome addition to any classroom! 

Get your 
hands on 
these numbers! 
Children can 
freely explore 
and trace the 
shapes of 
the wooden 

These wooden 
steering wheels 
have a giant 12
diameter, yet 
are lightweight 
enough for young 
children to rotate 

freely. Playing with the wheels gives 

The soft, crocheted 
texture of these balls 
is welcoming to the 
touch. Children of all 
ages can play safely 

HighScope Excellerations™ 
Trace and Write Letters — 
Set of 52

In partnership 
with HighScope, 
Excellerations™ brings 
you these durable 
wooden letters to 
help children build 
experiences with the 
alphabetic principle. 
Preschool children 
will be able to feel, 

trace, and be creative with these solid, 
4” letters. Set includes: 26 wooden letters 
(A–Z), 26 (A–Z) write and wipe letters, 
handy storage bag, and teacher’s activity 
guide. Ages 3 years and up.   
P3012 $19.99

In partnership 
with HighScope, 
Excellerations
you these durable 
wooden letters to 
help children build 
experiences with the 
alphabetic principle. 
Preschool children 
will be able to feel, 

sequenced within activities — each 

HighScope Excellerations™ 
Sand and Water Play Station

Expand the 
potential of your 
sand and water 
center!
•  Incorporates 
 tubes, funnels, 
 and pipes into 
 your existing 
 table or tubs 
 for exciting 

sand, sensory, and water exploration
• Use with sand, water, and sensory 

materials
• Inspires creative play and cooperation 

with space for many children
• Pipes and tubing can be assembled 

in a variety of configurations
• Play surface adjusts to 10 different 

heights, accommodating children of 
all sizes and needs

• Wheelchair accessible
• 3 predrilled holes in eave/trellis for 

pulley play (pulleys not included)
• Made of durable birch plywood with 

a water-resistant lacquer finish
• Simple adult assembly required
• Measures 69”L x 28-1/2”W x 

66-1/4”H overall
Discount School Supply recommends 
adult supervision when engaged in sand 
and water activities.
P3008 $299.99
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Introducing COR Advantage
• Seamless online assessment for children at all developmental stages  
  from birth through kindergarten

• Distinct and well-defined developmental levels — easy to use and  
  easy to score

• Updated categories and items aligned with the Common Core State  
  standards, the head start Child development and early Learning  
   framework, and other state and federal standards

HighScope’s newest research-based online child assessment 
tool. For more information, go to coradvantage.org.

COR Advantage Scoring Guide
the Scoring Guide, a supplement to the online Cor Advantage tool, enables 
users to score their child anecdotes accurately, using the sample anecdotes 
and the easy-to-understand explanation given for each Cor item and level. 
included are 36 Cor items identifying key concepts and skills in nine 
content areas. each item has eight scoring levels (ranging from 0 to 7) 
that allow teachers to pinpoint the developmental changes measured by 
the tool. this not only ensures valid scoring but also gives teachers a 
better understanding of each child’s learning needs. 

WC-P2002 $18.00  
epstein, A. s., marshall, B., & gainsley, s. soft cover, photos, 8½" x 11", 91 pages. 
978-1-57379-706-1

COR Advantage Desk Reference 
handy desk-sized laminated guide for quick reference to all the key elements of 
Cor Advantage. includes 36 Cor Advantage items with the eight levels for each 
item, plus a one-page listing of the Cor categories and items.

WC-P2003 $18.00  
set of 2, 11" x 25½", folded to 8½" x 11", laminated, 978-1-57379-707-8

Spanish editions of the Scoring Guide and the Desk Reference  
are coming soon!

COR Anecdote Pouch
this portable pouch gives you quick access to everything you need to record 
anecdotes for children while you are busy in the classroom. the clear front 
pocket can hold your identification or carry Cor sticky notes (sold sepa-
rately) and a pen to record anecdotes. Adjustable strap allows you to wear 
the pouch in multiple ways: around your neck, through a belt loop, or 
around your waist. top-zippered pocket and rear pocket with hook-and-
loop closure can be used to store additional items, for example, keys, a 
cell phone, or emergency medical supplies.

WC-P2013 $25.00  
Pack of 5, 5" x 6½", 978-1-57379-717-7

COR Sticky Notes
these sticky notes are handy for recording your daily child anecdotes.  
Preprinted with spaces to write the date, time of day, classroom area,  
and child’s name. 

WC-P2014 $3.00  
Pack of 3, 3" x 3", 25 sheets per pad. 978-1-57379-718-4
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“I Want All the Turns!” Supporting Children in Resolving  
Problems and Conflicts
in all early childhood programs, children have conflicts over space, materials, and friend-
ships. Learning how to find solutions that work for everyone is an important educational 
opportunity for young children. 

this three-part dVd program shows unstaged examples of preschoolers who are developing 
essential communication, empathy, and negotiating skills. the problem-solving process they 
are learning — with their teachers’ guidance and support — fosters social, language, and 
cognitive abilities they will use throughout their lives. the diverse settings shown include 
two head start programs, the highscope demonstration Preschool, and a nonpublic school 
serving children with disabilities. the first section of the program shows teachers using 
basic highscope Curriculum strategies to create an environment that nurtures children’s 
problem solving. the second section illustrates six steps or strategies that make up high-
scope’s conflict resolution process for children. the third section offers strategies teachers 
can use now to prevent children from developing bullying behavior patterns in later years. 

DVD: WC-P1421 $90.00  introductory price available until december 23, 2013
Color, 90 minutes (2 dVds), spanish subtitles, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-679-8

English-Spanish Classroom Area Signs
Bilingual (english-spanish) versions of our popular Classroom Area sign sets are now 
available. Large- and small-size sign sets are sold together. small-size sign sets may be 
purchased separately. (see page 38 for more details).

English-Spanish, Large- and Small-Size Sign Set Bundle  
WC-PC1006SET $40.00     
set of 10 large cards, plus blank cards, 19½" x 21", and 2 sets of 10 small cards per package, laminated,  
5" x 5½". 978-1-57379-705-4

English-Spanish, Small-Size Sign Set  
WC-PC1007 $15.95   
2 sets of 10 cards per package, laminated, 5" x 5½". 978-1-57379-704-7

Infant-Toddler Online Program Quality Assessment (PQA)
the online version of the Program Quality Assessment (PQA) now offers three options: 
infant-toddler PQA, Preschool PQA, and family Child Care PQA. All three assessments 
are designed to evaluate the quality of early childhood programs. While the tools work 
well in programs using the highscope approach, they are also appropriate in any devel-
opmentally oriented early childhood setting. Classroom licenses are available through 
an annual subscription and provide options to conduct multiple assessments during the  
program year. see page 46 for pricing and more details. 

Infant-Toddler Program Quality Assessment (PQA) Form A:  
Observation Items
the infant-toddler Program Quality Assessment (PQA) is a research-validated tool  
that provides an accurate and authentic picture of a program’s strengths and needs for 
improvement, in a form that caregivers can understand and use. form A of the infant-
toddler PQA measures quality in child care settings serving children in the zero-to- 
three age range. see page 47 for more details.

WC-F1265 $13.50   
soft cover, spiral binding, 74 pages. 978-1-57379-700-9

Program Quality Assessment (PQA) Form B:  
Agency Items for Infant-Toddler and Preschool Programs
see page 46 for more details.

Special 
Section on 
Preventing 

Bullying

DVD
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Infant-Toddler CurriculumInfant-Toddler Curriculum

Tender Care and Early Learning: Supporting Infants and  
Toddlers in Child Care Settings, 2nd Ed.
this second edition of Tender Care and Early Learning describes highscope’s active 
learning approach for very young children who are in the sensory-motor stage of 
development — the stage when children learn with their whole body and all their 
senses, and when they rely on trusted adults to support their learning adventures. 
incorporating the latest research on infant and toddler development, this extensively 
revised and expanded manual provides both a rationale and specific strategies for 
each part of the infant-toddler Curriculum. 

WC-F1086 $44.95  
J. Post, m. hohmann, & A. s. epstein. soft cover, photos, 428 pages. 978-1-57379-583-8

Infant-Toddler Key Developmental Indicators
reflecting current infant-toddler research, the following classroom resources will 
provide handy reference to the highscope infant-toddler key developmental indica-
tors (Kdis). the 42 Kdis describe what infants and toddlers do and learn; they are  
organized into six content areas: Approaches to Learning; social and emotional 
development; Physical development and health; Communication, Language, and  
Literacy; Cognitive development; and Creative Arts.

Infant-Toddler Key Developmental Indicators Desk-Size Posters
WC-F1089 $14.95  
set of 6 full-color posters, each 8½" x 11". 978-1-57379-646-0

Infant-Toddler Wheel of Learning/Key Developmental Indicators Card
WC-F1087 $3.95  
8½" x 11". 978-1-57379-547-0

Key Developmental Indicators Wall Chart
WC-F1088 $6.95  
two-color, glossy, 22" x 34". 978-1-57379-549-4

Infant-Toddler Program Quality Assessment (PQA) Form A: 
Observation Items
the infant-toddler Program Quality Assessment (PQA) is a research-validated tool 
that provides an accurate and authentic picture of a program’s strengths and needs for 
improvement, in a form that caregivers can understand and use. form A of the infant-
toddler PQA measures quality in child care settings serving children in the zero-to-
three age range. see page 47 for more details.

WC-F1265 $13.50   
soft cover, spiral binding, 74 pages. 978-1-57379-700-9

Program Quality Assessment (PQA) Form B:  
Agency Items for Infant-Toddler and Preschool Programs
see page 46 for more details.

Building a HighScope Program: Infant-Toddler Programs
see page 34 for more details.

NEW!
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Active Learning
infants and toddlers are naturally active learners! these young children rely on  
caregivers to support their curiosity and need to explore with their whole body and  
all their senses. in this dVd program, you will learn about the ingredients that go 
into an active learning program. You will also learn how highscope’s curriculum 
content can help you better understand children’s growth and learning so you can  
plan developmentally appropriate activities. in a separate section, the video includes 
unnarrated clips of active learning taking place in actual highscope settings. In 
English and Spanish. 
DVD: WC-F1084 $34.95 
Color, 35 minutes, spanish subtitles, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-548-7

Supportive Adult-Child Interactions
Within the security of trusting relationships, infants and toddlers develop curiosity, 
initiative, a sense of self, and a desire to explore their world. Adults can foster this 
development by responding to the young children in their programs with care and 
respect. in Part 1 of this program, you will learn how to create a climate of trust for 
infants and toddlers, form partnerships with children, and support children’s inten-
tions. Part 2 provides information on establishing program policies that promote  
continuity of care. in Part 3, you’ll view several extended unnarrated scenes from 
highscope programs, illustrating strategies for developing supportive interactions  
with young children. In English and Spanish.
DVD: WC-F1082 $44.95  
Color, 53 minutes, spanish subtitles, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-546-3

Daily Schedules and Caregiving Routines
When caregivers provide consistent but flexible daily schedules and caregiving sup-
port, they let children know their needs will be met, freeing the children to investigate 
their world. Part 1 of this program gives you an overview of an infant-toddler daily 
schedule. Part 2 offers strategies for creating a daily schedule that is stable yet flexible 
enough to meet young children’s needs. in Part 3, you will see caregivers supporting 
children throughout the daily schedule in a series of unnarrated scenes from authentic 
highscope settings. In English and Spanish.
DVD: WC-F1080 $44.95  
Color, 90 minutes, spanish subtitles, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-544-9

It’s Mine! Responding to Problems and Conflicts 
this dVd program for adults working in infant and toddler settings shows many 
strategies caregivers can use to respond sensitively and positively to children’s social 
conflicts. included are strategies for problem prevention, positive limit-setting, and 
conflict resolution.

DVD: WC-F1078 $36.95  
Color, 40 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-248-6 

Join the HighScope Membership Association! Educators using any active learn-
ing curriculum will benefit from the resources included in HighScope membership: 
HighScope’s curriculum e-newsletter Extensions, with articles and information  
specifically for educators; access to HighScope’s Web Clips and back issues of 
Extensions; links to HighScope’s ReSource articles and Teacher Forum.

Visit highscope.org to register for free and start receiving your benefits immediately!

All DVD
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The HighScope Preschool Curriculum Set
in putting together our new, updated curriculum, we kept everything  
you like most about highscope’s research-validated teaching practices: 
adult-child interaction, the classroom environment, the focus on active 
learning, the daily routine and its plan-do-review sequence, the process 
for working with families, and child and program assessment. then, we 
revised and expanded the content areas and key developmental indicators 
(Kdis). As a result, our new curriculum reflects the latest research on 
child development and effective practice. it also aligns with national and 
state early education standards. And each Kdi now includes a develop-
mental scaffolding chart to help adults support children’s learning at  
different levels. 

The HighScope Preschool Curriculum Set 
WC-P1415SET $189.95    
manual and 8 Kdi books. 978-1-57379-659-0

Individual books available for purchase. Visit our online store 
at highscope.org for more information. 

Key Developmental Indicator (KDI)  
Scaffolding Charts
the Key Developmental Indicator (KDI) Scaffolding Charts provide 
practical examples to help adults scaffold early learning as they imple-
ment the highscope Preschool Curriculum. Scaffolding is a term used  
to describe how adults support children at their current developmental 
level and gently extend their thinking and reasoning to the next level 
when the children are ready. 

Adapted from the scaffolding charts in The HighScope Preschool  
Curriculum, the 58 scaffolding charts in this set, one for each Kdi,  
are organized by the eight content areas of highscope’s curriculum: 
Approaches to Learning; social and emotional development; Physical 
development and health; Language, Literacy, and Communication; 
mathematics; Creative Arts; science and technology; and social studies. 
each scaffolding chart contains examples of what young children at  
three developmental levels (earlier, middle, and later) might do and say  
as they engage with each Kdi, with corresponding examples of how 
adults can support and gently extend learning at each level as they play 
and interact with children throughout the program day. this set also 
includes a short description of each content area. 

WC-P1422 $64.95  
A. s. epstein, s. gainsley, and B. marshall. 68 three-hole drilled cards, 9 dividers. 
978-1-57379-661-3

Essentials of Active Learning in Preschool:  
Getting to Know the HighScope Curriculum 
this guide presents a comprehensive introduction to the highscope  
Preschool Curriculum, covering theory and research, teaching practices, 
curriculum content, assessment, and training. it offers an appealing  
format that includes examples, checklists, teacher anecdotes, and hands-
on exercises. the book also serves as a practical guide to help you  
implement highscope’s active learning approach. 

WC-P1335 $29.95   
A. s. epstein. soft cover, photos, 243 pages. 978-1-57379-300-1
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An Exciting Way to Teach Math to Young Children!
The Numbers Plus® Preschool Mathematics Curriculum is a comprehensive set  
of detailed plans for small- and large-group activities, with ideas for extending 
mathematics learning throughout the program day.

By actively engaging young children with materials and ideas, Numbers Plus 
builds on the latest knowledge from research and practice about early mathematics 
learning and how adults can support it. Aligned with the standards of the national 
Council of teachers of mathematics, and developed under a grant from the institute 
of education sciences, Us department of education, the 120 activities in Numbers 
Plus are divided into five content areas: number sense and operations, geometry, 
measurement, Algebra, and data Analysis.

What makes Numbers Plus unique?

What’s special about Numbers Plus is that children’s mathematical learning is 
sequenced within activities — each activity has a built-in progression so children 
of different developmental and ability levels can participate together and have a 
positive learning experience.

What’s in Numbers Plus?

each kit contains the following items:

• 120 Activity Cards for small and large groups that include materials lists, step-by-
step plans for carrying out the activities, developmental charts that show how teach-
ers can scaffold learning for children at different levels, and follow-up suggestions.

• Teacher’s Manual that simply and clearly explains early mathematics develop-
ment and provides adults with many strategies they can use to help children build 
skills and construct mathematical knowledge through active participatory learning.

• 25 English-Spanish Parent Booklets (also available separately) that support 
parents with ideas on how to extend math learning at home.

Numbers Plus Preschool Mathematics Curriculum
WC-P1377SET $274.95  A. s. epstein. 978-1-57379-412-1

Special Needs

I Belong: Active Learning for Children With Special Needs
While current teaching practices in the field of special education are often based 
on correcting children’s “deficits,” the highscope educational model builds on  
and maximizes children’s strengths and abilities. I Belong includes practical  
strategies and real-life examples of the authors’ applications and adaptations of  
the highscope Curriculum in a variety of preschool settings serving children  
with special needs.

WC-P1348 $25.95  
J. dowling & t. mitchell. soft cover, photos, 152 pages. 978-1-57379-322-3

HighScope for Children With Special Needs:  
A Developmental Approach
Children with special needs are eager, successful learners in highscope class-
rooms. in sequences from several inclusive settings, highscope teachers model  
the process of incorporating important learning experiences and ieP goals within 
the daily routine. 

DVD: WC-P1295 $29.95  
Color, 30 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-235-6

DVD
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Setting Up the Preschool Classroom
this book is designed to help preschool teachers arrange and equip their classroom or cen-
ter, including the outdoor play space. in addition to explaining the principles of designing 
active learning preschool settings, it provides helpful strategies, detailed lists of equipment 
and materials, and sample classroom layouts to guide teachers in designing an entirely  
new learning environment or in making improvements to an existing space. the book is 
organized around specific interest areas (play spaces), with individual chapters on art, 
block, house, toy, reading and writing, computer, music and movement, sand and water, 
woodworking, and outdoor areas. Also included in the interest area chapters are sugges-
tions for environments that include children with special needs or that serve seniors along 
with young children. 

WC-P1383 $25.95  
n. Vogel. soft cover, photos, illustrations, 156 pages. 978-1-57379-447-3

Lesson Plans for the First 30 Days, 2nd Ed.
this appealing guide puts 30 days of ready-to-use highscope lesson plans right at your 
fingertips! for teachers new to highscope, this book will help you get started by providing 
6 weeks of user-friendly plans. teachers experienced with highscope will find the book a 
ready source of new ideas. each lesson plan includes activities for greeting time, plan-do-
review, and small- and large-group times, and lists related Kdis. most of the plans offer 
additional ideas for outside time, meal conversations, and/or parent involvement. the book 
also includes a music Cd, tips, adult-child interaction strategies, and reproducible lesson 
planning sheets to help teachers learn to create an active learning environment step by step!

WC-P1418 $34.95    
B. marshall with s. Lockhart & m. fewson. soft cover, 184 pages. 978-1-57379-323-0 

Me, You, Us: Social-Emotional Learning in Preschool
social-emotional learning is key to every child’s ability to manage feelings and to interact 
successfully with others. early childhood educators say this skill set is as essential to 
school readiness as the academic learning areas. this book covers 11 separate topics of 
social-emotional learning — from developing a positive self-identity to creating and par-
ticipating in a democracy — and offers numerous teaching strategies and suggestions for 
professional development. through a comprehensive approach that draws on extensive 
research and discussion from the early childhood field, this book helps the thoughtful  
educator chart a path for young children to develop the social-emotional skills they need  
to succeed in school and in life. 

WC-P1372 $25.95  
A. s. epstein. soft cover, photos, 190 pages. 978-1-57379-425-1

The Intentional Teacher: Choosing the Best Strategies for Young 
Children’s Learning 
intentional teachers keep in mind the key goals for children’s learning and development  
in all domains. And for each learning objective, intentional teachers carefully select the 
teaching strategies to best achieve that goal. The Intentional Teacher presents

• A balanced perspective in the debate about “child-initiated” versus “adult-directed”  
learning 

• Practical strategies for social-emotional development, physical development, and  
arts-based development

• Informative research on child development and effective teaching practices in each  
content area

WC-P1345 $25.00  
A. s. epstein. soft cover, 143 pages, nAeYC. 978-1-928896-41-8

With 
Music 

CD
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Ready, Sign, Go!  
Using Sign Language to Promote Preschool Learning 
Ready, Sign, Go! gives preschool teachers and caregivers the information they need to 
support all their young learners with sign language throughout the daily routine. in 
addition to a summary of recent research findings on the benefits of signing with young 
children, this book offers specific strategies and practical examples of how to incorpo-
rate AsL into small- and large-group activities, plan-do-review, transition times, and 
other parts of the preschool day. 

Ready, Sign, Go! includes 

• Activities that incorporate sign language into each part of the preschool daily routine

• Songs to sing and sign with young children

• A literacy-specific chapter on using sign language in conjunction with the Letter Links 
name-learning system

• Guidelines for using fingerspelling and the manual alphabet 

• A DVD that includes classroom scenes of adults and children using ASL during the 
program day

WC-P1399 $19.95
K. rush. soft cover, photos, 70 pages, includes dVd. 978-1-57379-449-7

Preschool Activities for Family Child Care
Preschool Activities for Family Child Care includes 40 activities that help you support 
the development of children between the ages of 2½ and 5 throughout the day. each 
activity includes an explanation of what the children are learning and why it is important 
for their development. outlined with a beginning, middle, ending, and materials list, the 
activities are easy to follow and implement and use simple materials available in any 
home. in addition, this book includes recipes and how-to guides for making commonly 
used preschool materials, including play dough, picture books, puzzles, and sand timers.

WC-P1396 $19.95  
s. gainsley & J. hoelscher. soft cover, photos, 80 pages. 978-1-57379-565-4

Activities for Home Visits: Partnering With Preschool Families
this book includes 40 fun learning activities that teachers and families with young 
children can do together during regularly scheduled home visits. each activity focuses 
on one of eight curriculum content areas: approaches to learning; language, literacy, 
and communication; social and emotional development; physical development, health, 
and well-being; mathematics; science and technology; social studies; and the arts. out-
lined with a beginning, middle, ending, materials list, and home extensions for parents, 
the activities are easy to follow and implement. Also included in this book are tips for 
communicating with parents during home visits and ideas on how to extend home visits 
into the classroom. 

WC-P1390 $19.95  
s. gainsley & J. hoelscher. soft cover, photos, 80 pages. 978-1-57379-456-5

The Three Rs of Leadership
in The Three Rs of Leadership, Julie K. Biddle, Phd, redefines the concept of leader-
ship in early childhood education, proposing a model of shared responsibility among 
school stakeholders. in this revised perspective, leadership is not tied to a single leader 
but is instead a quality of organizations that can be exerted by anyone. When educators 
enter into supportive relationships with each other; engage in reciprocal learning with 
students, parents, and colleagues; and reflect on their practice, they contribute to the 
evolution of leadership thinking and leadership action.

WC-P1402 $19.95  
J. K. Biddle. soft cover, 100 pages. 978-1-57379-361-2

With 
DVD
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50 Large-Group Activities for  
Active Learners
this book presents 50 engaging large-group activ-
ities that stimulate children’s creativity, help them 
learn skills and concepts, and introduce them to 
a wide range of new and thought-provoking 
experiences. this book contains valuable ideas 
for action songs, group storytelling, movement 
activities, and cooperative games and projects.

WC-P1316 $25.95
C. Boisvert & s. gainsley. soft cover, photos, 139 pages. 
978-1-57379-282-0

“I Know What’s Next!”  
Preschool Transitions  
Without Tears or Turmoil
this book provides guidelines that help teachers 
understand transitions from the child’s point of 
view, along with strategies, songs, and games 
that are useful for particular transitions. included 
are ideas for dropoff and pickup times; the times 
before and after each part of the daily routine, 
including wait times; cleanup time; room-to-
room transitions; and the transition to kindergar-
ten. Also offered are parent handouts, real-life 
transition scenarios, and illustrations with adult-
child dialogues depicting contrasting approaches 
to transitions.

WC-P1336 $19.95  
B. evans. soft cover, photos and illustrations, 116 pages. 
978-1-57379-297-4

Small-Group Times to Scaffold  
Early Learning
this book presents 52 small-group activities based 
on five curriculum content areas: language, litera-
cy, and communication; mathematics; science 
and technology; the creative arts; and physical 
development and health. this book includes step-
by-step instructions for each activity, suggestions 
for how to adapt the activity and materials for 
children with special needs, and content-area 
summaries describing how children master con-
cepts and develop skills in each domain. easy-
to-read charts outline examples of what children 
at different developmental levels may say and do 
during activities, with suggestions for how adults 
can support children at each of these levels.

WC-P1370 $25.95
highscope early Childhood staff. soft cover, photos,  
162 pages. 978-1-57379-410-7

The Teacher’s Idea Book Series

Making the Most of Plan-Do-Review
this book includes support strategies for the plan-
do-review process, including practical tips and 
suggestions, tried-and-true games for children, 
answers to frequently asked questions, real-life 
examples, sample notes to parents, a parent work-
shop plan, and planning and recall sheets to use 
with children.

WC-P1152 $25.95    
n. Vogel. soft cover, photos, 250 pages. 978-1-57379-086-4

Story Starters for Group Times 
story starters are brief narratives preschool teach-
ers use to introduce small- or large-group activities. 
the 84 story starters and accompanying activities 
in this book are organized around seven content 
areas for preschool learning. included with each 
story starter is a brief description of the activity 
and the topics it covers, a materials list, sugges-
tions for scaffolding children’s learning, vocabu-
lary words, and follow-up ideas.

WC-P1395 $25.95
A. s. epstein. soft cover, photos, 188 pages.  
978-1-57379-474-9

“I’m Older Than You. I’m Five!” 
Math in the Preschool Classroom,  
2nd Ed.
this book presents 50 early math activities that 
meet the needs of preschoolers. Aligned with the 
early childhood standards of the national Council 
of teachers of mathematics (nCtm) and orga-
nized according to highscope’s Numbers Plus 
content areas, the activities will help children gain 
competence in number sense and operations, geom-
etry, measurement, algebra, and data analysis.

WC-P1391 $25.95    
A. s. epstein & s. gainsley. soft cover, photos, 144 pages. 
978-1-57379-462-6

Real Science in Preschool:  
Here, There, and Everywhere 
Wondering how to “do science” with preschoolers? 
this book shows you how authentic, hands-on  
science learning takes place every day throughout 
the classroom as well as outdoors. You’ll learn to 
recognize and support the six behaviors that make 
up the preschool scientific method that you’ll see 
in all types of children’s play.

WC-P1366 $25.95    
P. neill. soft cover, photos, 166 pages. 978-1-57379-364-3
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Discovering HighScope: A Teacher’s Journal
Learning more about the highscope Preschool Curriculum can be fun and exciting when learning 
along with someone else! in her own words, new highscope teacher rebecca (Becky) James describes 
the process of learning to implement the highscope Curriculum in her daily teaching practice and 
reflects on topics such as praise versus encouragement, conflict resolution, effective planning and 
recall times, and ways to scaffold children’s learning. read what Becky has to say about how things 
have gone in the classroom, what she feels she can improve upon, and how she plans and problem-
solves with her coteacher. this delightful book shows Becky’s dedication to teaching as she continually 
discovers more about how to implement highscope — just as you can. 

WC-P1419 $19.95  r. James. soft cover, photos, 7" x 10", approximately 215 pages. 978-1-57379-677-4

From Message to Meaning: Using a Daily Message Board in the  
Preschool Classroom
this book describes the benefits of using a daily message board at greeting time, guides teachers 
through the process of creating messages, and offers strategies for making the message board an engag-
ing and interactive experience for children. this book also includes strategies for incorporating a daily 
message board into your own early childhood program, guidelines for “writing” messages, classroom 
examples with illustrations of actual messages, and a dVd showing message board time in a classroom.

WC-P1355 $19.95    
s. gainsley. soft cover, photos and illustrations, 56 pages, includes dVd. 978-1-57379-355-1

Tasty Talk: 40 Mealtime Conversation Starters 
You can make snack- and mealtimes important learning times for preschool children! Tasty Talk: 40 
Mealtime Conversation Starters puts ideas for conversation and simple games on attractive 4" x 5" cards 
so you can get children thinking, talking, reflecting, and sharing on a variety of subjects while enjoying 
a snack or meal. in addition to helping boost children’s literacy and social skills, these ideas can help 
children engage with other key curriculum content through playful talk with adults and other children.  

WC-P1357 $14.95  B. marshall. 43 4" x 5" 2-color cards. 978-1-57379-356-8

With 
DVD

EXPLORE AND LEARN QUICK CARDS SERIES

this series contains many of the ideas found in 
the teacher’s idea Book series in an easy-to-use 
format. these durable cards are conveniently sized 
to store in hanging files and three-hole drilled for 
those who prefer to store them in a binder.

Small-Group Times to Scaffold  
Early Learning 
this set of colorful cards presents 52 small-group 
activities organized in five curriculum content 
areas: language, literacy, and communication; 
mathematics; science and technology; creative 
arts; and physical development and health. each 
activity includes step-by-step instructions and a 
chart to help teachers recognize and support pre-
schoolers’ learning of specific concepts and skills 
at early, middle, and later developmental levels.

WC-P1403 $49.95    
highscope early Childhood staff. Photos, 61 cards,  
6 dividers. 978-1-57379-362-9

80 Activities for Small Groups
these handy cards contain practical suggestions 
and detailed descriptions to help teachers create 
active learning small-group activities.

WC-P1337 $39.95  
m. graves. Photos, 80 cards, 6 dividers.  
978-1-57379-311-7

50 Activities for Large Groups
each of these cards contains a large-group  
activity plan that describes the originating idea; 
the materials needed; the curriculum content 
areas; and the process for conducting the activity, 
including an opener, the main part of the activity, 
the transition to the next activity, variations,  
follow-up suggestions, and accommodations for 
children with special needs.

WC-P1353 $37.95    
C. Boisvert & s. gainsley. Photos, 60 cards, 7 dividers. 
978-1-57379-349-0
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Building a HighScope Program Series
the books in this series are designed to help you adapt the highscope Curriculum to a variety of 
early childhood settings. each book gives you tips to plan your program, answers frequently 
asked questions, and provides strategies and practical examples from actual providers to help you 
deal with the specific challenges that arise in each type of setting. Also included are a brief over-
view of the active learning approach, sample daily routines, a guide for getting started with high-
scope, and information on other related highscope resources. We recommend using the books in 
this series to complement the comprehensive curriculum information found in The HighScope 
Preschool Curriculum or Essentials of Active Learning in Preschool. 

Head Start Preschool Programs
in this book, you’ll learn how to smoothly integrate the highscope Curriculum into your par-
ticular head start setting, whether it is a center- or home-based environment, full- or half-day 
program, or in a rural or urban setting. includes sample daily routine schedules from head start 
programs that use the highscope educational model and a question-and-answer section that 
responds to concerns that head start professionals have encountered when using the highscope 
Curriculum. Chock-full of anecdotes, tips, strategies, and information on additional resources 
from teachers in established head start programs who are successfully using the highscope 
approach while providing quality care to their children and families.

WC-P1352 $15.95  K. rush with t. s. Kruse. soft cover, photos, 116 pages. 978-1-57379-268-4

Multicultural Programs
this book looks at the role of culture in early childhood programs and offers practical strategies 
for working with culturally and linguistically diverse children and families. You’ll find out how to 
promote cross-cultural sharing in the classroom, bridge home-school differences, implement con-
flict resolution strategies when children speak different languages, and create a daily routine that 
maximizes language- and literacy-learning opportunities.

WC-P1319 $15.95  t. s. Kruse with P. neill. soft cover, photos, 100 pages. 978-1-57379-267-7

Full-Day Preschool Programs
this book addresses full-day programs that serve preschoolers in center-based settings. due to 
longer hours of program operation, many of the issues addressed relate to the daily routine. 
Acquire tips on repeating parts of the daily routine, working with children attending part-time, 
encouraging active learning during bodily care routines, coordinating staff schedules for team 
planning and parent communication, and many other issues.

WC-P1282 $12.95  t. s. Kruse. soft cover, illustrated, 68 pages. 978-1-57379-264-6

Family Child Care Programs
in this book, learn how family child care providers successfully adapt their homes to create active 
learning spaces, work with a mixed-age group, find time to observe children and develop lesson 
plans, find suitable professional development opportunities, and address many other challenges 
unique to family child care.

WC-P1283 $12.95  t. s. Kruse. soft cover, illustrated, 76 pages. 978-1-57379-265-3

Infant-Toddler Programs
Caregivers in infant-toddler programs are faced with accommodating the individual schedules of 
the infants in their program while working with active toddlers! in this book, find out how care-
givers use the child-centered highscope approach to meet individual children’s needs in a flexible 
daily routine.

WC-P1284 $12.95  t. s. Kruse. soft cover, illustrated, 84 pages. 978-1-57379-266-0
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All DVD

Preschool Curriculum DVDs 
Visit highscope.org for program descriptions.

Watch Us Learn! Scenes From HighScope  
Preschools
DVD: WC-P1404 $59.95  
Color, 5 hours and 15 minutes (3 dVds), viewer guide included.  
978-1-57379-642-2

The Daily Routine
DVD: WC-P1341 $39.95    
Color, 40 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-317-9

Adult-Child Interaction: Communicating to  
Support Learning
DVD: WC-P1381 $39.95    
Color, 48 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-446-6

Plan-Do-Review in Action
DVD: WC-P1385 $39.95    
Color, 40 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-451-0 

Small-Group Times for Active Learners
DVD: WC-P1339 $39.95    
Color, 42 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-315-5

Large-Group Times for Active Learners
DVD: WC-P1308 $39.95    
Color, 53 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-281-3

Moving Past Praise: Supporting Children  
With Encouragement 
DVD: WC-P1361 $29.95  
Color, 25 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-360-5

The Indoor and Outdoor Learning Environment 
DVD: WC-P1359 $39.95    
Color, 40 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-358-2 

Outside Time for Active Learners
DVD: WC-P1363 $24.95  
Color, 18 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-351-3

More items are available! 
See page 27 for our Infant-Toddler Curriculum DVDs. 

See pages 36–37 for DVDs on conflict resolution.

Visit highscope.org for DVDs and music CDs from  
the HighScope Education Through Movement Program. 
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Conflict resolution is the use of appropriate nonaggressive strategies 
to settle interper sonal differences. As early childhood educa tor and 
HighScope field consultant Betsy Evans says, “Children don’t misbehave; 
they make mis takes.” Psychologist Daniel Gartrell adds that when we 
see children’s actions as mistakes rather than “bad behaviors,” we can 
respond with kindness and understanding instead of punishment. 

When young children get into conflicts with others, they do not aim to 
be mean or hurtful. They are simply goal oriented. For example, they 
may want to play with a toy or sit next to the teacher while she reads 
a story. Their actions are focused on getting what they want without 
regard for the effect of their behavior on oth ers. Children may also be 
imitating aggressive behavior they see elsewhere (at home or in the 
media) without having learned that violence or verbal abuse is not an 
acceptable way of dealing with social problems in the classroom 
(or elsewhere). 

Resolving conflicts when needs and emo tions run high is a complex 
process and involves a great deal of learning. Given that adults are 

not always effective at social problem solving, 
it is no wonder that this area poses a 

substantial challenge for young children. 
It is also a major concern among 
practitioners, many of whom have 
not been trained to deal with this 
daily occurrence.

Tools for Successful 
           Conflict Resolution

  Approach calmly, 
 stopping any 
 hurtful actions.
 • Place yourself 
  between the 
  children, on 
  their level.
 • Use a calm 
  voice and 
  gentle touch.
 • Remain 
  neutral rather 
  than take 
  sides.

1

 Acknowledge 
 children’s feelings.
 • “You look really 
  upset.”
 • Let children know 
  you need to hold 
  any object in 
  question.

2

“I Want All the Turns!” 
Supporting Children in Resolving 

Problems and Conflicts
In all early childhood programs, 

children have conflicts over space, 
materials, and friendships. Learning 
how to find solutions that work for 

everyone is an important educational 
opportunity for young children. Includes a 

special section on preventing bullying. 

DVD: P1421 $95.00
Color, 90 minutes (2 DVDs), Spanish subtitles, 

viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-679-8

DVD
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Steps in   Resolving Conflicts

You’re Not My Friend Anymore! Illustrated Answers to 
Questions About Young Children’s Challenging Behaviors
In an accessible pictorial format, You’re Not My Friend Anymore! explores 
typical What if…? questions about children’s challenging behaviors, each 
answered by two illustrated stories: one depicts a “typical” adult response 
to the problem situation; the other details a “problem-solving” approach to 
the same situation. Accompanying text explores the differences between 
the two approaches and offers strategies for effective problem solving.

P1389 $15.95
B. Evans. Illustrated by J. Wilcox. Soft cover, 104 pages. 978-1-57379-455-8

You Can’t Come to My Birthday Party! 
Conflict Resolution With Young Children
This book presents a six-step mediation process adults can use to help young 
children resolve disputes. More than 50 scenarios of conflict resolution in 
action are included.

P1171 $34.95
B. Evans. Soft cover, photos, 432 pages. 978-1-57379-159-5

It’s Mine! Responding to Problems and Conflicts
This DVD program for adults working in infant and toddler settings shows 
many strategies caregivers can use to respond sensitively and positively to 
children’s social conflicts. Included are strategies for problem prevention, 
positive limit-setting, and resolving conflicts.

DVD: F1078 $36.95
Color, 40 minutes, viewer guide included. 978-1-57379-248-6

Steps in Resolving Conflicts Small-Size Poster, English-Spanish
Conflicts inevitably arise between children in the classroom, and these 
situations provide excellent learning opportunities. Hang this poster in your 
classroom to help you remember the six steps to conflict resolution.

P1365 $11.95
Set of 2 posters, two-color, glossy, 8½” x 11”. 978-1-57379-408-4

Steps in Resolving Conflicts Wall-Size Poster, English
Large-size poster of the six conflict resolution steps helps you and others 
keep the steps in mind when working with children.

P1134 $6.95   
Two-color, glossy, 20” x 30”. 978-1-57379-075-8

 Gather information.
• “What’s the 

  problem?”
3  Restate the problem.

 • “So the problem 
  is…”
4  Ask for ideas for 

 solutions and choose 
 one together.
 • “What can we do to 
  solve this problem?”
 • Encourage children 
  to think of a solution.

5  Be prepared to give 
 follow-up support.
 • “You solved the 
  problem!”
 • Stay near the 
  children.

6

DVD
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Something From Nothing: Using Everyday Materials  
With Preschoolers
this book focuses on open-ended materials that you can find in your everyday environment, 
materials that are often free or available at a very low cost. each chapter contains informa-
tion on where to find materials, where to add them in your classroom, and how to use them.

WC-P1417 $19.95  e. thompson. soft cover, photos, 8½" x 11", 200 pages. 978-1-57379-647-7

Wheel of Learning/Key Developmental Indicator Card 
handy laminated reference card containing the highscope key developmental indicators 
(Kdis) on one side and the wheel of learning on the other.  

Preschool: WC-P1397 $3.95  8½" x 11". 978-1-57379-579-1

Infant-Toddler: WC-F1087 $3.95  8½" x 11". 978-1-57379-547-0

Key Developmental Indicators Desk-Size Posters
A set of colorful posters showing the highscope key developmental indicators (Kdis) in 
important content areas. great for posting in your classroom or on your parent board to help 
you and parents recognize and scaffold important learning behaviors. 

Preschool: WC-P1398 $15.95  set of 8 full-color posters, each 8½" x 11". 978-1-57379-594-4

Infant-Toddler: WC-F1089 $14.95  set of 6 full-color posters, each 8½" x 11". 978-1-57379-646-0

Key Developmental Indicators Wall Chart
our popular wall chart contains highscope’s key developmental indicators (Kdis). Post this 
chart in your classroom or entry area to remind you and parents of the important abilities 
and concepts in each area of preschool learning or infant-toddler development. 

Preschool: WC-P1401 $6.95    two-color, glossy, 22" x 34". 978-1-57379-545-6

Infant-Toddler: WC-F1088 $6.95  two-color, glossy, 22" x 34". 978-1-57379-549-4

Classroom Area Signs
this set of 10 colorful signs features easy-to-see, simple pictures and area names that identify 
each part or interest area of the classroom. organizing the classroom into clear work-and-play 
areas helps children find materials they need and to return them after use. the large-size area 
signs are big enough for each area to be seen from all around the classroom, while the small-
size area signs are laminated and great to use during plan-do-review to help the children 
identify which area they will (or did) work in.

Large-Size Sign Set  
WC-PC1000 $29.95    set of 10 cards, plus blank cards, 19½" x 21". 978-1-57379-302-5 

Small-Size Sign Set  
WC-PC1004 $15.95    2 sets of 10 cards per package, laminated, 5" x 5½". 978-1-57379-306-3

English-Spanish, Large- and Small-Size Sign Set Bundle
WC-PC1006SET $40.00      
set of 10 large cards, plus blank cards, 19½" x 21", and 2 sets of 10 small cards per package, laminated,  
5" x 5½". 978-1-57379-705-4 

English-Spanish, Small-Size Sign Set  
WC-PC1007 $15.95    2 sets of 10 cards per package, laminated, 5" x 5½". 978-1-57379-704-7

Daily Routine Cards
the daily routine Cards are a set of 21 easy-to-read pictures with time-of-day names that 
identify the parts of a typical preschool classroom day. Use of these cards allows children to 
easily read the daily routine Card sequence and anticipate what happens next. each of the 
cards in the set is sized in proportion to the amount of time devoted to that segment of the 
day. the cards can be displayed vertically or horizontally.

WC-PC1001 $24.95    set of 21 cards, plus blank cards. 978-1-57379-303-2

NEW!
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LANGUAGE KIT
Curriculum language items support and include HighScope® Fee, Fie, 
Phonemic Awareness book. Using the supplies in the kit, plus a small number 
of others typically found in the classroom, you’ll be able to do 130 pre-reading 
activities. Kit is an amazing value with over 750 pieces including musical 
instruments, puppets, stamp pad, alphabet stamping sticks, jumbo tracking letters, multiple alphabets, blank journals, 
dry-erase boards, markers, pencils, erasers, Scrabble and Brain Noodles™, plus 7 classic classroom books.    
P3006SET $259.99

SCIENCE KIT
Like adult scientists, preschoolers wonder how things work and 
what makes things happen. We’ve made it easy and put this 
pertinent science kit together for you! The curriculum supplements 
support the included HighScope® Real Science in Preschool book.

P3005SET $199.99

MATH KIT
Teaching math has never been so easy or so much fun! This starter kit 
is based on and includes HighScope® I’m Older Than You, I’m Five! 
Math In the Preschool Classroom book. You’ll find activities that build on children’s natural interests, using the 
easy-to-follow activities throughout the day. Amazing value with over 950 pieces including counting bears, Unifix® 
cubes & stairs, wooden geometric size and stacking puzzles, pattern blocks, sand timers, over 6000 sorting pieces 
with bowls and trays, measuring tools, blank journals, and chart tablets.    P3004SET  $279.99

TODDLER KIT
Build school readiness skills with these wide-ranging products that 
support the HighScope® Curriculum for toddlers. Curriculum maps back 
to the HighScope® Tender Care and Early Learning book and active 
learning philosophy. Ages 24 months and up.    F2002SET  $269.99

INFANT KIT
Lay a solid foundation for lifelong learning with this flexible, comprehensive 
curriculum kit. The products support the HighScope® Curriculum for infants and 
map back to the HighScope® Tender Care and Early Learning book and active 
learning philosophy. Ages 18 months and up.    F2001SET  $299.99

what makes things happen. We’ve made it easy and put this 

Curriculum Supplements
HighScope has recently partnered with Discount School Supply to create pertinent supplemental 
product kits. Developed with HighScope to support specific curriculum books, the kits provide 

top-quality products in convenient sets designed to help teachers follow the HighScope approach 
to early education. These new product kits are available exclusively through Discount School 

Supply and HighScope and cover the topics of literacy, science, mathematics, infants and toddlers.

Discount School Supply has also provided recommended lists of supplemental items for
Math  Science  Language  Small Groups  Large Groups

Visit highscope.org for full product listings and to order!

with bowls and trays, measuring tools, blank journals, and chart tablets.    

instruments, puppets, stamp pad, alphabet stamping sticks, jumbo tracking letters, multiple alphabets, blank journals, 

Supply and HighScope and cover the topics of literacy, science, mathematics, infants and toddlers.

book. You’ll find activities that build on children’s natural interests, using the 

learning philosophy. Ages 18 months and up.    F2001SET  $299.99
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Storybook Talk: Conversations for Comprehension 
“Let’s read it again!” is a phrase that teachers and parents are likely to hear often  
when reading with preschoolers. Storybook Talk shows you how to make reading and 
rereading a beloved book enjoyable for both children and adults while improving chil-
dren’s comprehension. the book gives guidance on storybook selection and analysis 
and offers 63 strategies for inviting child talk during story reading. these strategies 
build children’s vocabulary as well as their ability to connect with stories, retell them, 
and predict what happens next. research shows that when adults read interactively 
with children, the children build skills that motivate them to read and enable them to 
learn from reading. With Storybook Talk, you can help children experience reading as 
a source of both information and pleasure!

WC-P1354 $19.95  
m. hohmann & K. Adams. soft cover, photos, 66 pages. 978-1-57379-353-7

Preschool Readers and Writers: Early Literacy Strategies  
for Teachers
this book presents research-based, classroom-tested practices for bringing the magic 
and joy of reading to young children. it explains how children’s reading and writing 
skills develop in the preschool years and what adults can do to encourage these  
processes. topics include oral language, phonemic awareness, alphabet learning,  
concepts about print, and more.

WC-P1224 $34.95  
L. W. ranweiler. soft cover, illustrated, 232 pages. 978-1-57379-186-1

Fee, Fie, Phonemic Awareness: 130 Prereading Activities  
for Preschoolers 
this book focuses on phonemic awareness — the ability to recognize the smallest 
sound units that make up words — identified by reading experts as an essential skill 
that prepares children for reading. the 130 phonemic awareness activities are based  
on the latest scientific evidence about what children need to become confident and  
successful readers and writers. the book offers more than enough activities to meet  
the standard of 20 hours of phonemic awareness practice recommended for all pre-
school children by the national reading Panel and endorsed by the Us department  
of education. 

WC-P1190 $25.95  
m. hohmann. soft cover, photos, 80 pages. 978-1-57379-128-1 

Let’s Talk Literacy: Practical Readings for Preschool Teachers
Lessons learned from recent research tell us that literacy “emerges” gradually in chil-
dren’s early years, from infancy onward. this makes children’s preschool years critical 
to their early literacy skills development and later school readiness. this book — a  
collection of articles by expert teachers and educators — gives practitioners the tools 
they need to enhance implementation of an effective early literacy curriculum in their 
preschool classrooms. With an overview of the four essential components of early  
literacy — comprehension, phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge, and concepts 
about print — this book addresses topics such as interactive story reading, storytelling, 
early vocabulary learning, the ways preschoolers read and write, and literacy for second 
language learners, among many others. Practical strategies for supporting children’s 
language and literacy learning are included in every chapter.

WC-P1344 $24.95  
m. hohmann & J. tangorra, eds. soft cover, photos, 152 pages. 978-1-57379-318-6
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Letter Links: Alphabet Learning With Children’s Names 
Letter Links is all about the alphabetic principle from a child development point of 
view. it highlights the importance of using symbols in preschool along with printed  
letters. Letter Links takes children’s natural interest in learning to write their own name 
as an entryway to teaching them letter-recognition skills, letter-sound correspondence, 
and letter/word writing by using nametags and letter-linked images. it outlines the 
research behind this learning system and provides examples of letter-linked images  
for 64 initial letter sounds. these are the letter combinations you need to introduce  
the book’s more than 25 fun-filled activities that support children’s development in the 
following categories: the alphabetic principle, phonological awareness, sense of word, 
and vocabulary. 

WC-P1204 $25.95    
A. deBruin-Parecki & m. hohmann. soft cover, illustrated, 112 pages. 978-1-57379-143-4

Enlaces de letras (Spanish Letter Links)
Enlaces de letras offers the same teaching strategies outlined in the english language 
version of Letter Links but is adapted to provide for the different phonetics in the  
spanish language.

WC-P1327 $25.95  978-1-57379-296-7

Letter Links Online
this online program complements the english and spanish Letter Links books, 
enabling you to create a nametag for each child in your group, select a letter-linked  
picture, and print these out in various sizes and combinations quickly and easily.  
the program has been revised to include a new feature that allows a site administrator 
access to transfer, delete, or update user accounts for sites with multiple licenses.  
e-mail letterlinksinfo@highscope.org to learn more. Users may select letter-linked  
pictures for words in english or spanish. the program also enables teachers to save, 
store, and print group lists of letter links. each 2-year license is for one classroom’s  
use. e-mail address, first name, and last name of each user are required to receive  
login information.

Program License Only: WC-P1373 $29.95  
978-1-57379-442-8

Program License Renewal: WC-P1382 $29.95  
978-1-57379-578-4

Program License With Letter Links Book (English): WC-P1374SET $44.95  
978-1-57379-443-5 

Program License With Letter Links Book (Spanish): WC-P1375SET $44.95  
978-1-57379-444-2

Making Connections: Movement, Music, & Literacy
Making Connections provides you with activities that help make these connections 
between children’s natural abilities and the skills they need for success. the 60 activities 
in this book are planned around curriculum concepts in movement, music, and literacy 
and will keep your preschoolers or early elementary children moving and singing as 
they develop literacy skills. 

each activity includes an easy-to-follow plan, and activities are labeled so that teachers 
can quickly locate the activities best suited for the age level of their children. for pre-
school to grade 2. the attached Cd contains recordings that complement many of the 
activities in this book. 

WC-M1030 $27.95
L. haraksin-Probst, J. hutson-Brandhagen, & P. s. Weikart. soft cover, photos, 166 pages, includes 
music Cd. 978-1-57379-319-3

With 
Music 

CD

New 
Feature
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Growing Readers Early Literacy Curriculum, 2nd Ed.
the Growing Readers small-group activities engage young children in four key 
areas of early literacy learning: comprehension, phonological awareness, alphabetic 
principle, and concepts about print. the program focuses on these four aspects of 
early literacy because of the strong evidence that young children’s knowledge of 
these concepts is a solid predictor of their reading achievement in later years.

Growing Readers is designed to be used in all early childhood programs — including 
but not limited to those using the highscope educational approach. the curriculum is 
structured around three basic elements: small-group literacy activities at three levels 
of development, new and classic children’s books, and common classroom materials. 
together, these three components provide the tools for systematically and specifically 
supporting the growth of language and literacy in preschool and kindergarten children. 

The activities in this second edition of Growing Readers are a compilation of the 
activities in the first-edition kit and the Growing Readers Set 2 activities. this 
kit also includes a two-year subscription to Letter Links Online. in addition, the 
cards in this second edition have been reorganized for ease of use. 

to help you plan and implement the Growing Readers literacy activities and follow-
up, each kit contains the following items:

• Teacher Guide includes complete instructions, background information, scope 
and sequence, individual and group Progress Profiles, and Activity Log.

• 126 Small-Group Activity Cards give detailed instructions for classroom activities.

• 46 Short Activity and Teaching Strategy Cards describe how to support and  
integrate literacy throughout the day.

• 25 Quick Look Cards provide a handy overview of the activities.

• 13 Vocabulary Cards list new words for children to hear and try out as they look 
at, listen to, and talk about Growing Readers books and materials. 

• 8 Activity Support Cards describe additional materials, strategies, and techniques.

• 9 new and classic children’s storybooks have been selected for level of complexity, 
story structure, representation of cultural and ethnic diversity, and illustration quality.

• Letter Links Online easily and automatically creates children’s letter-linked pic-
tures and nametags as well as class lists; allows users to choose from both english 
and spanish word sounds and corresponding pictures. e-mail address, first name, 
and last name of each user are required to receive login information.

WC-P1393SET $499.95  
978-1-57379-346-9

The HighScope Children’s Storybook Collections
reading preparation has always been an important part of the highscope approach. 
the book sets have been selected by highscope educational consultants for their 
high-quality content, illustrations, and suitability for use in any preschool or child 
care setting.

A full list of titles in each set is available in our online store at highscope.org.

Supplemental Spanish Storybook Set
supplement your Growing Readers Early Literacy Curriculum with these four  
children’s storybooks in spanish: Arrow to the Sun; A Chair for My Mother;  
Good Night, Gorilla; and The Story of Ferdinand.

WC-PGR02 $25.95

Growing Readers is also directly compatible with the authentic storybook-like 
Early Literacy Skills Assessment (ELSA). Visit our online store at highscope.org 
for more information.
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Movement in Steady Beat, 2nd Ed.
the activities in this book will keep young children ages 3 to 7 moving to the beat — 
and loving it! Preschool and early elementary teachers will welcome the learning experi-
ences that develop children’s basic timing, language, vocabulary, concentration, decision 
making, and leadership abilities. the attached Cd contains rhymes and action song 
recordings for many of the book’s activities.

WC-M1023 $24.95  
P. s. Weikart. soft cover, 108 pages, includes music Cd. 978-1-57379-130-4

Movement Plus Music, 3rd Ed.
this revised and expanded book of activities and accompanying Cd will enable you to 
provide many opportunities for children to experience the fun and creativity of music. 
While enjoying these activities, children will develop key abilities that are foundations 
both for physical and academic learning: steady beat competence, physical coordination, 
concentration, and the ability to process information and act on it. eight basic activities 
are presented, with many variations for each. the activities may be used at group times, 
at transition times, or as part of outdoor group activities. for ages 3 to 7.

WC-M1027 $19.95  
P. s. Weikart. soft cover, 36 pages, illustrated, includes music Cd. 978-1-57379-214-1

Movement Plus Rhymes, Songs, & Singing Games, 2nd Ed.
A revised collection of engaging movement activities for children. these activities  
provide age-appropriate movement experiences. Use them during large-group time, 
small-group time, or transitions. includes Cd with colorful, appropriate music to  
accompany activities.

WC-M1025 $29.95  
P. s. Weikart. soft cover, 100 pages, includes music Cd. 978-1-57379-066-6

Making Connections: Movement, Music, & Literacy
Making Connections provides you with 60 activities planned around curriculum concepts 
in movement, music, and literacy. each activity includes an easy-to-follow plan, and 
activities are labeled so that teachers can quickly locate the activities best suited for the 
age level of their preschool to grade 2 children. the attached Cd contains recordings that 
complement many of the activities in this book. 

WC-M1030 $27.95
L. haraksin-Probst, J. hutson-Brandhagen, & P. s. Weikart. soft cover, photos, 166 pages, includes 
music Cd. 978-1-57379-319-3

Moving With Purpose: 54 Activities for Learning, Fitness, and Fun
this book shows how you can help children in grades K–5 be purposeful and creative  
in their movements throughout the daily schedule. Using the engaging activities found  
in this book, adults work as partners with children, encouraging them to think about, 
explore, and discuss movements that lead to specific skills such as jumping, dancing, 
swinging a bat, and many others. introductory chapters discuss strategies for getting  
students involved and teaching basic movement skills, based on the Education Through 
Movement model developed by Phyllis s. Weikart. this book also includes a glossary  
of movement terms, a Cd of music selections, and suggested activities to go along with 
those selections.

WC-M1032 $29.95  
K. sawyers with e. Colley and L. icaza. soft cover, photos, 196 pages, includes music Cd.  
978-1-57379-473-2

Visit highscope.org for a full selection of Education Through Movement materials, 
including the Rhythmically Moving CDs.

With 
Music 

CD
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Child AssessmentChild Assessment

Introducing  
COR Advantage
•	 Seamless	assessment	for	children		
	 at	all	developmental	stages,	from		
	 birth	through	kindergarten	

•	 Distinct	and	well-defined	develop-	
	 mental	levels	—	easy	to	use		
	 and	easy	to	score

•	 Updated	categories	and	items		
	 aligned	with	the	Common	Core	State		
	 Standards,	the	Head	Start	Child		
	 Development	and	Early	Learning		
	 Framework,	and	other	standards

What’s the Advantage?
•	 Use	with	any	developmentally		
	 oriented	early	childhood	curriculum

•	 Use	the	data	to	improve	outcomes		
	 and	guide	program	improvement

•	 Works	seamlessly	with	the		
	 HighScope	Curriculum
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Child AssessmentChild Assessment

Have questions or want to learn more? 
Contact us at info@highscope.org or 
at 800.587.5639, Ext. 234. 

CORadvantage.org
Powered by

ADMINISTRATORS

Create customized reports 
using the COR Advantage 
data analytics. With this tool 
at your � ngertips, you can 
create the reports you need, 
anywhere, anytime.

PARENTS

Connect with your child’s 
program through the Family 
Network. Use the activity 
library to support your 
child’s learning; view photos 
and other information 
entered by your child’s 
teacher.

TEACHERS

Use the onscreen road 
map to track the anecdotes 
entered for each child. 
See where you’ve been 
and where you need to go. 
Ongoing assessment helps 
you create meaningful 
lesson plans based on 
children’s interests.  

HighScope’s newest research-based 
child assessment tool

COR Advantage Plans
The Standard Plan offers comprehensive reporting at many levels 
including child, classroom, Head Start Child Development and Early 
Learning Framework, OSEP, and state and national standards.

The Limited Plan offers selected features of the Standard Plan and is 
available for programs serving less than 100 students.

Call for pricing — 800.587.5639, Ext. 234

In the College 
Setting

Educational 
Purposes Option  

No charge to college 
instructors for use in 
teaching about child 

development/assessment. 

College Lab 
School Options   

Reduced pricing for 
college lab school settings. 

Contact us for speci� c 
details and offers.
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Program Assessment

Preschool Program Quality Assessment (PQA)
the Preschool PQA is a rating instrument designed to evaluate the quality of early 
childhood programs and identify staff training needs. the Preschool PQA is appropri-
ate for use in all center-based early childhood settings, including but not limited to 
those using the highscope educational approach. the Preschool PQA is an all-in-one 
program evaluation system with the following features:

• Assesses key aspects of program quality
• Reflects research-based and field-tested 

best practices in early childhood educa-
tion and care

• Can be aligned with the Head Start  
Program Performance standards

Available in our traditional paper-and-pencil format and now in an easy-to-use online 
format, the PQA covers 63 dimensions of program quality in seven domains:

• Learning environment
• Daily routine
• Adult-child interaction
• Curriculum planning and assessment

• Provides reliable, scientifically validat-
ed assessment proven in a wide range of 
early childhood programs and settings

• Can be used as a basis for program 
accreditation, reporting, monitoring, 
and training

• Parent involvement and family services
• Staff qualifications and development
• Program management

Preschool PQA, 2nd Ed. — Manual Version
Preschool PQA Starter Pak    
WC-P1203SET $27.95  
includes form A: Classroom items, form B: Agency items, and Administration manual.  
978-1-57379-134-2

Component items sold separately. Visit our online store at highscope.org for details.

OnlinePQA
the online version of the Program Quality Assessment (PQA) now offers three options: 
infant-toddler PQA, Preschool PQA, and family Child Care PQA. All assessments  
are designed to evaluate the quality of early childhood programs. Although the tools 
work well in programs using the highscope approach, they are also appropriate in any 
developmentally oriented early childhood setting. Classroom licenses are available 
through an annual subscription and provide options to conduct multiple assessments 
during the program year. Visit onlinePQA.net to view a recorded webinar or to enroll. 
for pricing or more details, e-mail info@highscope.org.

Administrators can use the onlinePQA to evaluate programs and classrooms, and 
teachers can use it to evaluate their own classrooms. Both can use it to identify profes-
sional development needs. 

Program Quality Assessment (PQA) Form B: Agency Items for 
Infant-Toddler and Preschool Programs
this PQA component completes the program assessment provided in form A of pre-
school and infant-toddler versions of the PQA. it measures agency-level aspects of pro-
gram quality using 24 assessment items in three areas: parent involvement and family 
services, staff qualifications and staff development, and program management. data  
for this part of the assessment is gathered primarily through interviews. this combined 
form B may be used either for infant-toddler or preschool programs, as well as for pro-
grams serving both age groups together. Useful as a supplement to onlinePQA.

WC-F1262 $9.50  
soft cover, spiral binding, 38 pages. 978-1-57379-627-9

NEW!
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Program Assessment (continued)

Infant-Toddler Program Quality Assessment (PQA) Form A: 
Observation Items
the infant-toddler Program Quality Assessment (PQA) is a research-validated 
tool that provides an accurate and authentic picture of a program’s strengths  
and needs for improvement, in a form that caregivers can understand and use. 
form A of the infant-toddler PQA measures quality in child care settings serving 
children in the zero-to-three age range. the form focuses on four key dimensions 
of quality: learning environment, schedules and routines, adult-child interaction, 
and curriculum planning and child observation. Users gather data to complete  
the form primarily through direct observation during everyday activities in infant 
and toddler rooms. form A includes 25 assessment items, scored using objective 
5-point rating scales. each item includes specific, easy-to-understand quality  
indicators with detailed examples and explanations to guide scoring. 

WC-F1265 $13.50   
soft cover, spiral binding, 74 pages. 978-1-57379-700-9

Family Child Care PQA
the family Child Care PQA is a validated instrument designed to measure the 
quality of family child care programs and identify provider training needs. it  
consists of standards for best practices that can be scored by outside raters or 
used as a self-assessment tool by providers. the set consists of two pieces: an 
Administration manual that provides an overview of the instrument and instruc-
tions for administering it and a spiral-bound Assessment form. the instrument 
provides specific, easy-to-understand quality indicators with objective 5-point  
rating scales that define quality on a continuum; reflect research-based and field-
tested best practices in child development; and provide reliable, scientifically  
validated assessment proven in a range of settings.

Administration Manual  
WC-P1386 $7.95  978-1-57379-452-7

Family Child Care PQA Assessment Form  
WC-P1387 $21.95  978-57379-453-4

Ready School Assessment (RSA)
the ready school Assessment (rsA) is a planning tool designed to provide school 
improvement teams with a developmental profile of the strength of readiness fea-
tures in their school setting. for more information, visit readyschoolassessment.org.

The complete kit includes five questionnaires, five team handbooks, one admin-
istration manual, and one registration key (to access the ready school Assessment 
online Profiler). includes 2 years of access to the rsA online Profiler. 

Ready School Assessment Kit  
WC-E3050SET $199.95*  
978-1-57379-286-8
* Additional administrative access to multischools is available. Visit highscope.org for  

licensing details.

Administration Manual  WC-E3049 $15.95  978-1-57379-285-1

RSA Questionnaire  WC-E3047 $17.95  978-1-57379-283-7  

RSA Team Handbook  WC-E3048 $21.95  978-1-57379-284-4  

NEW!
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